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PREFACE. 


Thp  iilea  of  publisliing  facsiinilps  of  the  existing  Angln-Snxon  Clinrtirs  liy  the  iih..t.>ziiic"{rraiiliic  |)rn<c.!«  was  first 
mooted  in  November  1874  by  Sir  Henry  James,  tlie  Into  Director-tienernl  of  tlie  Onliinnre  Survey,  wlio  reooinnicniled 
to  the  Govennnent  the  publication  of  a  serie,s  of  facsimiles  of  MSS.  of  the  Anglo-Saxrin  period  os  a  necessary  supple- 
ment to  the  other  publications  of  National  Manuscripts  already  made  by  the  Ordnance  Survey  Department,  and 
proposiil  tliut.  as  a  sample  of  these  documents,  a  Charter  of  King  I'xlgar.  A.D.  i)"4,  containing  a  grant  of  land  at 
Xymed,  in  Devonsliire,  should  be  copie.1.  and  c..|iies  of  it  inserted  in  tlw  Annual  Progri-ss  liep.u-t  ..f  tlie  Ordnance 
Survey  for  the  year  1874. 

Tlie  I>.ir<ls  of  tlu'  Treasury  approved  of  the  pro|i,,sal  I..  ]di.itozine.igra|.li  the  t'hnrter  of  King  Kdgar.  but  re.si.rved 
their  decision  on  the  larger  tpiestion  <,f  publishing  a  seri<-»  of  the  Cliart<Ts  until  (hey  should  be  furnish«l  mtli  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  tlnit  would  be  recimmended  by  the  Master  of  the  lioUs  for  publication,  and  the  cost  that  would 
be  incurnsl  in  producing  the  facsimiles. 

The  subject  having  been  referre.1  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  his  L,>rdsiiip  stated  his  opinion  that  the  publication 
by  the  process  of  phot.«incogra]diy  of  a  series  of  Anglr.-.Saxon  ChnrtiTs.  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Director- 
(i.-n,Tal  ..f  the  Ordianice  Survey,  wradd  be  a  valuable  contribution  to  our  Xati.mal  History,  and  re<iu<.st«l  to  be 
furnislnsl  with  a  list  of  the  Charters  which  Sir  Henry  James  pn.posed  to  include  in  the  work.  In  accordance  ivith 
this  recpn-st,  letters  were  written  by  Sir  Henry  Jaun-s  to  the  supi,os<Hl  possessors  of  original  Anglo-Sax.in  MSS..  asking 
theUL  for  lists  of  all  such  ilocument.s  as  were  preserveil  in  tlieir  collections. 

neplic»  were  receiv.sl  to  these  letters  of  uup.iry  from  the  Deans  of  Cant,.rbury,  liochester,  W.ucester,  Kxeter, 
Norwich.  Bath  an,l  Wells,  and  Weshninster ;  J.  Winter  Jones,  Esq.,  British  Museun. ;  H.  Bradshaw.  Es,,.,  Cmubridge 
Library;  the  Rev.  H.  O.  Cose,  Bodleian  Library:  the  Earl  of  Winehilsea.  Eastwell  Park,  Kent;  and  the  Kev.  J. 
Pulling  Mast,.r  of  Corpus  Christi  College.  Cambridge.  It  appeared  from  these  replie,s  that  there  are  probably  no 
or,,,n...t  Anglo-Sa.xon  MSS.  at  the  above-named  places,  excepting  at  the  British  M,a<ou.n,  Canterburv.  Wells  Exeter 
and  \V,.stunu»t..r,  and  possibly  at  liochester;  and  that  with  reganl  to  the  large  collectiou  at  the  British  Mu»eun>  the 
Trusfes  have  already  publish«l  facsimiles  by  the  autotype  pr.,c<.«s  of  seventeen  of  the  most  ancient  Angh.-Sax.a, 
Charter.,  &c.  in  th.lr  p.,sseKsion.  mid  that  this  series  of  reproductions  would  probably  be  coiitinue<l  by  them. 

Under  these  circumstances  a  proposal  was  made  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  on  the  recommendation  of  Sir  Th.,iims 
Dufhi,  Manly,  DepntyK^.per  of  tlie  Reeonls.  that  the  collection  of  Anglo-Saxon  MSS.  at  Canterbury  should  be  firs, 
photozincographe,!.  „„d  tl„i(  if  sun-essful  aiiotlier  collection  slio be  taken  in  hand. 

The  L.a-As  of  the  Tre«.,ury  having  given  their  sanction,  in  August  187(i.  to  this  proposal,  and  the  Dean  a,i,I 
Chapter  of  Canterbury  having,  through  the  in«liuui  of  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Roberts Canon  of  Canterburv,  very  liberally 

I  d^l,  "Vii^r !:  '"■  '""'""",r ""  "'"'■'■■  """"'^"""''""  ^'■-  ""^ ■ "- "™'  "-"■'"■"»  ■-  ""■  ■«""■"» 

and  winter  of  187(>.  on  the  most  suitable  days  for  that  jnirpose. 

No   pains   h,,ve  U. ,„re,l    by    Lieut.-Colonel   Parsons.    R.E.,    F.U.S.,    who   has   charge  of  the  photo.h,cog,.„p,,ic 

department  at  this  Offic.  to  make  the  fiicsiioiles  as  pertLc,  as  possible.  ' 

m  the  onginals,  the  <s,I„ur  being  iii,r,Kluc«l  between  the  two  printings  i„  order  to  make  i,  perinanent. 


ii  PREFACE. 

Tho  collertioi)  of  Charters  remained  diirinpr  the  process  of  copying,  &c.  in  cliiirgc  of  Mr.  W.  Baflevi  Sanders, 
AssistAnt-Koopor  of  the  Records,  to  whom  tho  task  has  boon  intru3tod  of  oxamininff  the  facsimiles  with  the  orifjinals, 
and  generally  e<litinf^  the  volumo;  and  to  whose  vahiable  advice  and  as.sistanco  in  all  matters  connected  with  tho  work 
I  am  mnch  iudehted. 

Tlu!  Ma-stor  of  the  Rolls  has  roconimond<'il  that  tiio  Wostminstc^r,  Exeter,  and  Rochester  coUections  of  Anf2;h»-Saxou 

MSS.  shonld  ho  proceodwl  with  in  succession   to  tliat  of  Canterbury ;  and   I  hope,  therefore,  tho  sanction  of  the  Lord» 

of  the  Treasury  will  bo  obtained  for  continuing  the   publication  of  these  extremely  valuable  and  ancient  records  of  tlie 

early  history  of  our  country. 

J.  CAMERON, 

Lieut.- General. 
Onlnanco  Survey  Office, 

Southampton,  1st  .lanuary  1878. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Thp  Ang:lo-Snxon  MSS.  rpprosente<i  in  this  vohinie  form  the  earlier  portion  of  the  collection  of  archives  belonging 
to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Canterbnry,  and  consist  of  a  series  of  twenty-five  charters,  deeds,  and  wills,  coininenciug 
with  a  record  of  proceedings  at  the  first  Sjniodal  Council  of  Clovesho  in  742,  during  the  reign  of  ^thelbald  of 
Morcia,  and  terminating  with  the  tirst  part  of  a  tripartite  oheirograph,  whereby  Thurstan  conveyed  to  the  Church 
of  Canterbury,  after  his  death  and  that  of  his  wife  j^Sthelg^-th,  land  at  Winibish  in  Esses,  in  1049,  the  sixth  year  r)f 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor.  For  the  internifHliate  period,  Ofla  and  Coenwidf  of  Mercia.  Ecgbert  "  Bretwalda," 
Berchtwulf  of  Mercia,  iEthelberht  of  Wcssos,  jBlfred  the  Great,  Eadward  the  Elder,  jEthelstau,  Eadmund  the  First, 
Eadred.  yEthclre<l  the  Unready  and  his  son  the  ./T^theling  .(^thelstan,  and  Cnut  appear  either  as  granting  or  couiimiing 
charters,  while  the  Archbishops  ./Ethelheard  and  .^Egehioth  of  Canterbury.  Suithulf  Bishop  of  Kochester,  St.  Dunstan 
and  Earl  (iodwine  each  contribute,  the  last  as  the  arbitrator  in  a  dispute  between  Abbot  j-Elfstan  and  the  Convent  of 
St.  Augastine.  Canterbury,  and  Leofwyne,  a  Priest  of  the  Ciiurch  of  St.  Mildred  in  that  City. 

Mttst  of  these  charters  have  been  printed  in  the  "  Codex  Diplomaticus,"  and  .some  in  the  "  Diplomatarimn  .^vi 
Saxonici."  Wilkins,  in  the  "  Concilia,"  and  Somner,  in  his  History  of  Canterbiu-y  and  Treatise  on  Gaveltind,  have  ahso 
printed  from  them,  and  one  appears  in  the  Appendix  to  Lye's  Sa.xon  Dictionary.  The  Charter  of  Eadred  to  the 
Monastery  of  Christchurch,  Canterbury,  in  !)49,  .said  to  have  been  written  by  Abbot  Dunstan,  is  copied  into  Mr.  Roach 
Smith's  work  on  the  Antiquities  of  liichborough,  Reculver,  and  L}'mne. 

Of  the  twenty-five  originals  reproduced  in  this  volume,  twenty-two  are  preserved,  momited  and  bound,  in  a  large 
hook  entitled  "  Diploniata  vetustissima  chartarum  Ecclesia;  Christi  Cantuariensis "  m  which  they  have  been  admirably 
arranged  by  Mr.  Kemble.  who  speak.s  of  them  as  a  most  valuable  collection  kept  in  the  most  praiseworthy  order. 
The  remaining  three  are  loose. 

The  earlie.st.  No.  I.,  purporting  to  be  a  grant  by  yEthelbalcl  of  Mercia  in  the  year  712  of  privileges  to  the 
Church,  is  a  record  of  proceedings  at  the  Synodal  Council  of  Clovesho,  held  m  that  year.  The  version  printed 
in  the  Codex  and  Diplomatarinm  seems  to  have  been  taken  partly  from  this  M.S.  and  partly  from  one  in  the 
British  Museum.  MS.  Cot.  Claud.  D.  II.  f.  :50.  b.— the  body  of  the  charter  from  that  in  the  British  Museum,  and  the 
list  of  attesting  witnesses  from  the  Canterbury  copy.  There  is  a  tliird  copy  in  the  Lambeth  Palace  Library, 
which  consists  of  a  few  lines  only  and  has  also  no  list  of  witnesses.  As  will  be  seen  upon  a  reference  to  it 
the  Canterbury  copy  is  nearly  unintelligible,  and  speaks  of  iEthelberht  of  Kent  as  reigning  at  the  time  that  the 
Council  was  held.  The  list  of  witnesses  difl'ers  from  that  given  by  William  of  Mahnesburv,  in  his  account  of 
the  Council  of  Clovesho  held  in  747.  Of  the  bishops  mentioned  by  him  as  being  present,  Dimuo  of  Eochester 
Totta  of  Leicester,  Uuita  of  Lichfield,  Podda  of  Hereford,  Hunferth  of  Winchester,  Herewald  of  Sherborne,  Herdulf 
of  Dunwich,  Ecgwtdf  of  Ixmdon.  Milred  of  Worcester,  Alwey  of  Lindsey,  and  Sigga  of  Selsey,  five  figm-e  hi  the 
Canterbury  MS. ;  while  ten  other  names  ajipear,  some  of  which  seem  hardly  to  be  identified  with  any  Bishops  holding 
sees  at  that  time.  The  first  secular  signature  is  that  of  "  Oft'a  Patricius,"  a  prince  of  a  younger  branch  of  the  royal 
hou.se  of  Wybba,  who  succeede<l  to  the  throne  of  Mercia  after  the  death  of  /Ethelbald,  and  the  expubion  of  the 
pretender  Beomred.     Latin.     Cod.  Dip.  LXXXYII.       Dip.  Angl.  p.  2C. 

N.).  n.  is  a  grant  by  Offn.  King  of  the  Mercian.s,  at  the  Synml  of  Celchyth  in  the  year  788,  to  his  Thane  Osbert, 
with  remainder  tr.  his  wife  and  children,  of  land  in  Eastry  in  Kent.  This  docmnent,  which  displays  in  a  remarkable 
manner  the  efl"ect  of  damp  and  age,  furnishes  an  early  instance  of  the  limitation  of  the  descent  of  land  in  England, 
the  regidation  of  which  probably  fi)rmed  part  of  the  now  lost  code  of  the  grantor  King  Oft'a.  the  "  Myrcna-lage  "  or 
Law  of  the  Mercians.      I.ffltin.      Cod.  Dip.  CLIII. 

No.  HI.  is  a  grant  by  Khig  Oflh  in  700  to  Archbishop  jJCthelheard  and  the  Cluirch  of  Canterbury,  of  land  two- 
thirds  of  the  proceeds  of  which  were  to  go  towards  the  repair  of  the  said  Church,  and  the  remaining  third  was  to  be 
applieil  to  the  chithing  of  the  Brethren  belonging  thereto.  Among  the  attesting  witne.s.ses  is  King  Oflh's  son,  Eegferth 
who  had  been  associateil  by  his  Father  with  him  in  the  Kingdom  of  Mercia  in  78.5,  and  in  whose  person  at  his  deatli 
a  few  months  after  that  of  his  Father  in  7!Ki.  the  male  line  of  Oft'a  was  extinguished.  The  Dominical  and  Regnal 
year  given  in  this  MS.  do  not  agree,  whether  the  date  of  Ofl'a's  coming  to  tiio  throne  be  T:,:>  or  757  as  diversely 
stated  in  the  Chronicles.  In  the  (Nwlex  this  charter  is  printe.1  with  an  n.sterisk,  not  however  from  the  Canterbury 
copy  but  from  three  others— two  of  which  are  contained  in  the  "  Kegistrum  Ecclesia'  Christi  Cantuariensis."  and  the 
tlurd  in  an  ancient  abstract  from  that  Register  preserved  in  Lambeth  Palace  Library— which,  as  represented  in  the 
Codex,  are  faithfid  copies  of  the  Canterbury  MS.      Latin.      Cod.  Dip.  CLIX. 
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No.  IV.  is  ;i  cU'criM'  inndo  by  Arclihislii>|)  yEthelhonnl  at  a  Sniixl  hold  iit  (.M<>V(\>*hi)  in  8()."i.  whiM-ciii.  hy  nminmiul 
of  Pope  Leo  III.,  wiioiii  lie  had  visitod  in  Uoiiio  together  with  Cyneberht  Bishoj)  of  Winchester  in  799.  he  denounces 
any  attempt  hy  the  eongreji:fttion»  of  Monasteries  to  elect  for  themselves  chiefs  from  among  lay  and  secular  persons. 
Tliis  declaration  is  to  he  found  at  full  in  tlie  Saxon  Chronich'  under  the  year  79(>,  and  it  also  appears  in  the  record 
of  the  Synod  of  Bapchild  held  in  798.  'Hiis  MS.  has  a  remarkable  array  and  disposition  of  witnesse.s.  Not  only,  a« 
is  usually  the  case,  are  the  provincial  Bishops  represented.  Imt  each  Bishop's  subscription  is  accompanied  by  those  of 
some  of  the  higher  clergy  of  his  see,  Abbots,  Priests,  and  Deacons.  The  Bishop  of  IJehfield,  Aldulf,  who,  at  the  request 
of  King  Offa  to  the  Pope,  had  been  investetl  with  the  pall,  and  had  exercise<l  the  jurisdiction  of  an  Archbishop, 
sid)scribes  imnuHliately  ai^er  Archbishop  yKthelheard.  His  temporary  archiei»iscopal  fimctious  were  terminated  at  this 
same  Council.  This  doemnent  does  not  appear  in  the  Codex,  but  has  been  printed  by  Thorpe  and  \\'ilkiiis.  Latin. 
Dip.  Angl.  p.  ">0..  and  Concilia.  I.  p.   H>7. 

No.  V.  is  a  copy  of  the  last,  but  of  a  lati-r  date,  probably  the  eleventh  century.  Tlie  li.'it  nl"  Bishops  annaig  the 
subscribing  witnes.>ies  is  identical  with  that  of  No.  IV.  both  in  nninber  and  order  of  precetleuce  ;  but  tliere  is  not  so 
large  a  uunilier  of  the  clergy,  and  the  cross  is  affixwl  to  the  names  of  the  Bishops  only,  whose  attesting  subscriptions 
are  more  varitnl,  an<l  in  some  instances  more  fhtrid  than  those  in  the  earlier  MS.  The  text  is  nearly  identical  with 
that  of  the  original,  but  the  character  of  handwriting  is  very  diftereut. 

No.  VI.  is  a  detnl  whereby  Coenwidf,  King  of  the  Mercians,  and  Wulfred,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  in  the  year 
812,  made  a  mutual  exchange  of  lands  situat<'d  in  the  neighbourhood  of  "  the  King's  little  Town  of  Favershani."  The 
bonndariej*  of  the  properties  in  question  are  recited  in  Latin  instead  of,  as  is  usually  the  case  in  Anghi-Saxon  charters, 
in  the  mother-tongue.  This  document  possesses  consi(h'roblo  historical  interest.  From  the  time  that  Archbishop 
Wulfred  first  received  his  pall,  in  804,  the  King  jmd  he  had  been  at  variance  in  consequence  of  the  suj)pression  of  the 
Archbishopric  of  Lichfield  by  Pope  Leo  in  the  previous  year  at  the  instance  of  his  predecessor  ^Ktlielheard,  and 
Wulfred  was  forbidden  the  exercise  of  his  archiepiscopal  functions.  Atlter  the  {jnarrel  had  lastwl  some  years,  Wuhnnl 
went  to  Koine  in  company  of  Bishop  Wigbrvht  of  Sin'rborne  to  lay  his  case  before  Pojie  Leo.  fnnn  wluuii  he 
obtained  a  favourable  decision  and  r(>turned  to  England  laden  with  the  Papal  benediction  in  the  following  year,  812, 
the  (hite  of  this  MS.  It  is  stated  that  on  his  return  King  Coenwulf  d<'clared  in  Council  that,  unless  the  Primate 
snrrendereil  certain  lauds  and  paid  a  tine,  he  should  be  exiled,  and  that  neither  Pope  nor  Emperor — Charlemagne — 
should  save  him.  The  exchange  of  lands  here  treated  of  may  have  been  made  in  consequence  of  the  King's  threats  to 
which  the  Archbishop  was  forced  at  last  to  yield.  In  subscribing  to  this  contract,  the  King  styles  it,  "  hujus  nostra; 
vicissitudinis  munificentla  " ;  the  Archbishop,  "  hujus  nostra'  reconcihationis  numificentia.""     Latin.     Cod.  Di]).  CXCIX. 

No.  VII.  is  a  grant  by  Eegberht,  '•  Bretwalda,''  to  his  Thane  /Etheric  of  a  parcel  of  land  in  Kent.  First  among 
the  witnes.ses,  after  the  King,  figiu'i-s  his  eldest  son  and  successor,  yEtbelwidf,  King  of  Kent,  afterwards  the  husband  of 
Judith,  daughter  of  Charles  the  Bald  of  France  and  Ilermentrude  of  Orleans,  whose  pedigree  up  to  Adam,  including 
one  ancestor  born  in  Noah's  Ark,  is  recordinl  in  the  pages  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle  and  the  Chronicle  of  yKthelweard. 
In  a  recitation  of  the  boundaries  in  Saxon  it  is  state<l  that  yEtheric  paid  the  price  of  fitVy  mancu.M's  fi^»r  the  land 
in  question.  This  portion  does  not  apjiear  in  the  Codex,  where  the  MS.  is  printed  under  the  year  8,'iO.  It  is 
nndoubtedlv  dated  S4.").  which  can  not.  however,  be  a  correct  date,  as  Ecghert  died  in  S^3(),  and  among  the  witnesses 
an-  the  Ealdornu-n  Dudda  and  [Ilerebert],  the  first  of  whom  died  in  8'J.'J-4.  and  the  latter  was  slain  by  the  Danes 
in  8.'IS.  The  indictiou  given  is  the  8th,  which  agrees  with  the  date  ascribed  to  it  in  the  Codex.  I^atin  and  Saxon. 
Cod.  Dip.  CCXXIV. 

No.  ^^II.  is  a  grant  of  land  by  Berchtwnlf,  King  of  Mercia,  to  his  Thane  F(n"thred.  One  of  the  witnesses  is 
the  Queen  Saethryth.  None  of  their  ininics  are  acconqiani^^l  by  the  sign  of  the  Cross,  but  the  c«miponnd  emblem, 
the  chrisnion  or  monogram  of  Christ,  is  f<an"  times  repeate<l  in  the  margin.  There  is  no  date  to  this  MS.,  but 
Berchtwulf  reigned  from  838  to  8')2.     Keinble  jiscribes  it  to  S40  about.      Saxon.      Cod.  Dip.  CCXLIIL 

No.  IX.  is  a  grant  of  laud  by  Ealhere  t<»  Oswig  and  Weahtreatb.  There  is  no  date  to  this  MS.,  but  it  probably 
lies  between  8()(t  and  8(ifi.  Among  the  witnesses  is  "  J^21frwl  the  King's  Son."  In  the  version  printwl  in  the  Codex 
and  Diplomatarimn.  a  line  at  the  conuuenct-ment  which  contains  the  boimdaries  has  been  lot't  out.  Latin.  Cod.  Dip. 
CCXCIII.      Dip.  Angl.  p.  127. 

-  No.  X.  is  a  grant  of  land  by  /Ethelhert.  King  of  ihe  Wr*st  Saxons,  in  8(i.'J.  to  his  Thane  yEthelred.  At  the  end 
is  a  notification  that  the  writer,  EadweaM.  the  sjnue  person  jierhaps  whose  freehold  is  mentioned  among  the  boundaries 
set  out  in  the  bndy  of  the  grant,  has  given  the  land  at  Wilh'sborough  to  the  Monastery  of  St.  Augustine.  Iii  this 
MS.  the  bomularies  are  recited  in  a  mixtin-e  of  Sjison  and  Latin,  and  among  them  the  word  "  usqne  "  occurs  twice ; 
the  second  time  so  obscurely  as  to  suggest  the  possibility  of  its  bearing  the  sense  of  the  word  "  wi.sce  "  as  below  in 
No.  XII.  A  peculiarity  in  the  writing  cannot  fail  t«»  he  observed,  the  upstroke  of  every  '*  t  "  terminating  in  a  dot, 
giving  the  appearance  (»f  the  whole  MS.  being  coyereil  with  full  stops.  The  invocation  and  proem  of  this  charter 
are  repeate<l  in  a  little  less  unintelligible  form  in  a  charter  granted  by  King  ^'Ethelred  of  We.ssex  iu  8(i8  to  Bishoj) 
Cuthwulf  f»f  Hochester.      Latin  and  Sax.m.      Cod.  Dip.  CCLXXXVIII.      Dip.  Angl.  p.  121. 

No.  XI.  is  a  grant  of  land  by  Suithulf.  Bishop,  anil  the  Brotherhood  at  Hochester,  to  the  Priest  Biorhtwulf  in  88(). 
This  MS.  is  one  of  the  three  animig  the  Canterbury  coHe<'tion  not  bound  iq>  in  the  Charter  Book.  It  has  not  been 
printed  in  the  Codex  or  Diploniatariinn.  neither  can  1  find  it  nieutioued  in  Wanley's  lists.  It  is  written  in  very  rude 
characters,  which  appear  all  thi'  more  so  in  contrast  with  thrwe  of  its  remarkable  endorsement  of  a  century  later,  in 
the  shape  of  a  confirmation  of  the   grant    by  King    Eudgar.      This   confirmation    is  witnessed    by  Archbishop  Dimstan, 
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the  Bishops  of  Winchpstor  nud  Worcester,  and  many  majrnntes  of  the  day.  Tho  proem  is  nearly  word  for  word  with 
that  of  a  charter  of  Iving  iEthelbearht  of  Wes.ses,  in  802,  and  with  that  of  a  Ciiarter  of  King  .(Elfred's  in  87S,  both 
of  which  are  printed  in  the  Codes.      Latin  and  Saxon.      Cod.  Dip.  CCCIX. 

No.  Xn.  is  a  grant  of  land  by  Kinp:  .Alfred  in  8.08  to  Dnke  Sighelm.  Tiio  first  witness  to  this  charter  is 
Eadwnrd,  who  succeeded  liis  Father  on  the  throne  of  England  three  years  later,  and  whose  subscribing  attestation 
furnishes  an  example  of  the  son-*  of  Kings  bearing  the  style  of  King  during  their  father's  life  time.  The  grantee 
is,  perhaps,  Dnke  Sigiiehu,  whose  daughter  Eadgifii  became  the  second  wife — if  Ecgwin  was  not  married  to  him — of 
Eadward  the  Elder,  and  who  fell  in  battle  with  the  Northmen  near  the  "  Eecken-Dyke "  among  the  feus  of  East 
.lugha  in  905.  This  may  also  be  the  Sighelm  who  was  sent  in  company  with  j^thelstan  by  King  ./Elfred  to  Rome 
with  presents  for  Pope  Marinus  in  88,3,  for  that  the  person  so  sent  was  on  his  rettirn  made  Bi.shop  of  Sherborne  in 
succession  to  As.ser  seems  doubtfid.  The  word  "  wisce  "  that  occurs  in  this  dociuuent  is  of  doubtful  meaning,  but  it 
may  not  unrea.sonabIy  be  referre<l  to  the  old  Celtic  word  for  water  "  Ujrse  "  preserved  in  the  Anglicised  forms  of  exe, 
ux,  usk,  &e.,  and  representing  a  mora.ss,  fen,  estuary,  or  '*  wash,"  a  word  still  in  use  in  parts  of  England  to  denote 
land  of  that  description.  It  occurs  twice  among  the  names  of  places  printed  in  the  index  to  the  Codex,  and  each 
time  coupled  with  "  lea,"  Wisclea  and  Uuiscelea.  Here  it  is  connected  with  meadow  land  and  is  in  or  near  Eearnlea, 
now  Farleigh,  a  place  which  being  on  the  banks  of  the  Medway  and  pos,sessing  at  the  time  of  the  Doomsday  Survey 
six  eel  fisheries,  may  well  have  included  a  marsh  mthin  its  boimdaries.  There  is  another  word  in  this  MS.  the 
meaning  of  which  is  also  conjectural — "  Eadweald  sihirfitiffnf."  It  may  be  perhaps  rendered  "  Eadweald  Sibirht's 
son" — the  termination  "igne"  representing  the  old  northern  patronymic  form  **  ing,"  exemplified  in  Suelling  the 
son  of  Snell,  Beorning  the  son  of  Beorn,  Sadjalding  the  son  of  Sa:;bald,  and  many  other  names,  Eadweald 
appears  to  have  been  a  large  landholder  in  Kent,  and  not  very  far  from  his  property  mentioned  in  this  charter,  there 
is  at  this  day  the  viUage  and  parish  of  Sibertswold,  a  place  frequently  mentioned  in  the  Doomsday  Survey  of  Kent. 
The  bomidaries  of  the  proiierty  recited   in   this  charter  do   not  appear   in   the  Codex.      Latin  and  Saxon.      Cod    Dip 

cccxxr\'. 

No.  Xin.  is  an  account,  written  in  the  form  of  a  letter,  of  a  dispute  as  to  the  possesion  of  certain  lands  in 
Wiltshire,  and  the  adjudication  made  thereon  by  order  of  the  King.  It  gives  no  clue  as  to  who  the  writer  wa.s, 
beyond  that  he  must  have  been  a  jjersou  of  rank  and  importance,  and  it  contains  no  positive  evidence  of  the  date  of 
its  having  been  written ;  though  we  may  a-ssume  that  the  person  addressed  was  King  .iEIfred's  son,  Eadward  the  Elder. 
Tliis  singular  document  is  from  its  corruptness  and  curious  allusions  very  difficult  to  understand,  and  of  some  portions 
I  have  only  been  able  to  guess  the  meanuig.  The  narrative  begins  by  stating  that  Ilelmstan,  one  of  the  parties  in  the 
dispute,  had  some  time  previously  stolen  a  belt  belonging  to  jJitheric,  for  which  he  was  impleaded  by  the  other 
disputant,  ^thelm  Higa,  who  attempted  to  oust  him  from  the  lands  in  question,  which  consisted  of  five  hides  at 
Foutliill,  if  that  be  the  right  reading  of  "  Funtial,"  Helmstan,  who  had  previously  been  under  obligation  to  the 
writer,  again  s<mght  his  assistance,  and  upon  his  mtercession  King  Alfred  allowed  him  to  plead  his  cause ;  com- 
manding both  parties  to  come  to  an  agreement  before  certain  arbitrators,  of  whom  the  writer  was  to  be  one. 
Accordingly,  after  each  of  the  disputants  had  said  his  .say,  Helmstan  was  ordered  by  them  to  produce  his  title  deeds 
and  prove  his  right  to  the  land  as  having  it  from  ^thelthrrth,  whose  morning-gift  it  had  been  on  her  marriage  with 
Athulf,  and  who  had  sold  it  for  a  fair  price  to  Osulf  who  heW  the  royal  .sign  manual  in  proof  thereof."  This 
evidence  having  been  produced  before  the  arbitrators  at  Wardour,  appeared  to  them  to  be  in  Ilelmstan's  favour,  but, 
as  yEthehn  did  not  entirely  concur  with  them,  it  was  agreed  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  King.  King  JElfred  received 
them  all  in  person  as  he  stood  washmg  lus  hands  within  his  chamber  at  Wardour,  and  when  he  had  finished,  he 
asked  ^thelm  why  he  did  not  agree,  and  said  that  Hehustau  would  do  notlung  fairer  than  take  the  nece.s.,ary  oath. 
A  day  having  been  fixed  for  this,  the  writer  rode  to  the  uppomted  place  with  one  of  his  coadjutors,  Wihtbord,  while 
another  of  them,  Byrhthelm,  rode  with  jEthelm,  and  upon  arriving  there  the  oath  was  given  and  the  suit  ended  in 
favour  of  Helmstan.  About  a  year  and  a  half  however,  or  two  years  afterwards,  Helmstan  was  again  in  trouble. 
This  time  he  stole  some  cattle  that  were  without  a  neatherd,  and  drove  them  away  to  Cytlid,  perhaps  Cricklade, 
where  be  was  tracked,  captured,  and  taken  before  Eanulf  Penearding,  the  Reeve.  In  his  flight  through  the  bush  a 
bramble  had  toni  him  across  the  face,  and  the  womid  occa.sioned  by  it  was  used  as  evidence  agauist  him ;  so  the  Reeve 
adjudged  him  to  be  a  thief,  and  took  away  all  the  land  that  he  had  in  Tisbury  as  forfeite<l  to  the  King;  who  thereupon 
pronounced  him  to  be  an  outlaw.  Helmstan  then  repairal  to  King  yElfred's  tomb,  and  brought  a  signet  to  the  writer, 
by  whom  it  was  delivered  to  King  Eadward  who,  upon  receipt  thereof,  not  only  reversed  his  sentence  of  outlawry  but 
granted  Helmstan  the  property  on  which  h..  bad  hitherto  dwelt.  The  five  hides,  however,  about  which  the  suit  had  arisen, 
seem  to  have  come  into  the  possessir.n  of  the  wiiter,  who  had  obtained  the  title  deeds  as  a  security  from  Helmstan  for 
his  good  behaviour.  This  curious  incident  of  Helmstan's  visit  to  King  jEIfred's  tomb,  or  body,  is  inferred  from  the 
words  in  the  narrative,  "  5a  gosahte  he  &ines  fajder  lie  and  brohte  insigle  to  me,"  which  certaudy  bear  that  construction. 
But  it  is  possible  that  "lie"  may  be  the  other  jVnglo-Saxou  word  "lie"  or  "lac,"  meaning  a  gifi  or  present,  and 
that  the  signet  brought  by  Hehnstan  was  one  given  him  by  King  ./Elfred  to  be  used  by  him  for  protection  in 
circumstances  of  peril.  An  endorsement  states  that  this  instrument  was  rendered  into  English  bv  Mr  Sonmer  Knvon 
Cod.  Dip.  CCCXXVm.  Dip.  Angl.  p.  169.  '  "' 

No.  XTV.  is  a  grant  by  King  jEthelstan,  in  9.37,  to  the  Monastery  of  St.  Peter's,  Exeter,  of  land  at  Topsham  in 
Devonshire.  Eadmund  ^tholing,  afterwards  Eadmmid  the  First,  who  a  few  years  afterwards  was  murdered  in  his  own 
hall  at  Pucklechurcb  by  the  outlaw  Leofa  while  celebrating  the  Fea.st  of  St.  Augustine  of  Canterbury,  heads  the  list  of 
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subscribinjr  witno.-*ses,  nmoiifr  wliom  also  is  Howol  Rogiilus,  IIowcl  Ddn,  tlip  colcbratod  lawpivor  and  Kiiifj  "*'  Walos, 
whn  hud  siil)initttHl  to  /Ethelstau  in  920.  Botwoen  tlu'so  two  names  are  throe  withmit  any  distinctive  appellation  attached 
to  them,  bnt  which,  from  the  j^jsition  they  occupy,  may  be  the  Bishops  of  Hereford.  Winchester,  and  (Voditon;  and 
if  so,  the  absence  of  the  episcopal  title  is  remarkable.     Latin  and  .Saxon.     Cod.  Dip.  CCC'LXIX. 

No.  XV.  is  a  prant  by  Kinj:;  Eadred,  in  949,  of  the  Monastery  of  Recnlver  to  Christ  Oburcli,  Canteibury.  Tlic 
list  of  .»>ubscribinfr  witnesses  to  this  charter  includes  the  names  of  the  Qneon  Mother  Eadji^'^"'  ^^'»g  Eadward's  widow, 
the  Archbishojjs  of  Canterbury  and  York,  the  Bishops  of  Winchester.  Crediton,  Hereford.  London.  Selsey,  Kochester  (?), 
Worcester,  Lichfield,  and  Wells;  of  three  Dukos  and  two  Abbots,  one  of  whom  is  Dunstan.  the  Abbot  of  Gla-^tonbury. 
Of  these.one,  Wultstan  Archbishop  of  York  wa*i  in  952  deposed  by  Kinf;  Eadred  for  rebellion  and  kept  close  prisoner 
at  Jedburgh  till  9."j4.  when  he  was  released  and  appointed  to  the  sec  of  Dorchester;  and  about  the  same  time  the 
Earldom  of  Nortlnunberland  wa.s.  be.stowod  upon  Earl  Osulf,  another  of  the  witnesses,  as  a  reward  for  the  share  he  had 
taken  in  the  expulsion  and  murder  of  Eric,  S(»n  of  the  Danish  King  Harold,  "  Blue-tooth,"  whom  the  Nortlnnnbrians 
had  set  up  a-s  their  Kinj^  in  that  rebellion.  From  the  sentence  that  follows  Dmistan's  subscription,  which,  being 
illegible  in  the  Canterbury  MS.,  is  here,  together  with  other  portions  that  have  perished,  supplied  trom  t!ie  British 
Museum  copy ;  this  charter  has  been  accepted  as  being  wTitten  in  his  own  hand ;  but  the  copy  preserved  in  the  British 
Museum,  though  in  a  different  hand,  bears  exactly  the  sanu-  attestation.  The  preference  of  authenticity  \n  this  respect 
has  been  conceded  to  the  Canterbury  MS.  Like  the  rest  of  the  Canterbury  MSS.  great  care  has  of  late  years  been 
taken  to  preserve  it  from  fin-ther  decav,  by  enclosing  it  between  two  plates  of  glass  bomid  closely  together  round  the 
edges  with  leather,  upon  which  St.  Dmistan's  attestation  is  stamped  in  letters  of  gold.  The  initiatory  cross,  if  there 
were  one,  has  been  torn  off,  or  rather,  perhaps,  has  perished  by  decay.  Hickes,  in  his  "  Dis.sertatio  Epistolaris,"  alludes 
to  tliis  copy  as  said  to  have  been  dictated,  composcnl.  and  written  by  Dunstan ;  but  he  appears  to  have  been  luiaware 
of  the  existence  of  the  Canterbury  MS.  In  this  the  boundaries,  which  do  uot  quite  tally  with  tho.se  printed  from  the 
British  Musevnn  copy  in  the  Appendix  to  the  third  volume  of  the  Codex,  pp.  428,  429,  are  written  on  the  dorse. 
In  the  recitation  of  the.so  boundaries  we  meet  with  two  Anglo-Saxon  words,  "  gata  gehajgge,"  whose  low  Latin 
equivalent,  *'  haia  eapreolorum,"  is  not  unfrequently  fomid  in  Doomsday  Book  as  an  appanage  to  manors.  *'  Haise " 
were  enclosures  for  tlie  captiu'c  and  detention  of  varioa-*  kinds  of  wild  animals — there  were  river  "  haia; '"  also  for 
fish — and  are  described  as  "  pro  capreolis  capiendis."  "  in  quibus  capiebantur  feraj,"  and  one  belonging  to  Hugh 
La.'^ne,  iu  Herefordshire,  "in  qua  tiuod  jiotest  capere  capiat."  In  the  Anglo-Saxon  charters  the  "  hreg  "  is  met  with 
for  the  goat,  the  roe,  the  swine,  and  the  wolf.  The  endorsement  of  the  British  Museum  copy,  "Anuti  DCCCCXLIX. 
"  Rex  Eadredus  deilit  ICcclesijv  Christi  Cantuariensis  monu.'*terinm  de  Kaculf  cum  r)mnibus  ad  earn  rite  pertinentibus 
"  tempore  Odouis  Arcliiepiscopi :  et  banc  cartam  dictavit  Sanctus  Dunstamus,"  is  wanting  here.  Tins  is  the  secrmd  of 
the  Canterbury  MSS.  not  boimd  up  in  the  Charter  Book.  Latin  and  Saxon.  Cod.  Dipl.  CCCCXXV.  Koacli  Smith, 
pp.  222-3;K). 

No.  XVI.  is  the  testament  of  iKtheric,  whereby  he  leaves  all  his  property,  except  a  legacy  of  sixty  golden 
niaucuses,  his  sword  and  baldrick,  two  horses,  tw<*  targt^ts  and  two  "  franks  "  to  his  Lord,  to  his  wife  Leofwyne  for 
her  life,  with  remainder  after  her  deatli  to  various  religious  hou-ses;  among  others,  Christ  Church,  Canterbury,  to  whom 
he  bequeaths  land  at  Bocking,  with  a  special  bequest  of  one  hide  to  the  priest  "  who  there  serveth  God."  I  do  not 
know  exactly  wliat  is  the  meanuig  of  the  word  '*  franca,"  but  it  was  a  weajjon  of  some  sort.  In  part.*  of  England 
a  largo  kind  of  fork  is  called  a  frank.  A  tiiirteenth  century  endorsement  of  this  MS.  gives  the  date  997.  It  is  printed 
in  the  Diplomatarimn  under  970.     Saxon.     Cod.  Dip.  DCXCTX.     Dip.  Angl.  p.  51G. 

No.  XVn.  is  a  cheirograph  notifying  the  confirmation  of  j^theric's  will  by  King  ./Ethelred  the  Second.  It 
contains  an  account  of  -lEtheric's  disgrace  for  connivance  at  Sweyn  "  Fork-beard's"  projected  first  inva-sion  of 
England,  when  he  appeared  with  a  fleet  off  the  coast  of  E-^sex ;  and  the  ultimate  condonation  of  his  offence  by  King 
yEthelred,  in  consideration  of  his  widow  bestowhig  her  "  morning-gift,"  the  dowry  settled  on  lier  before  her  marriage 
and  presented  ou  the  morning  after,  upon  Christ  Church.  Among  the  witnesses  are  Archbishop  vElfric  of  Canterbury, 
Bi.'ihop  /Elfeah  of  Winchester,  who  succeeded  him  iu  the  primacy  and  was  murdered  by  the  Danes  in  1012.  Bi.shop 
Umlwine  of  Rochester  who  was  taken  ])risoner  on  the  same  occa'^ion,  and  the  Ealdormen  Leofsigo  and  Leofwine,  the 
former  of  whom  was  banished  from  England  iu  1002  for  the  murder  of  the  King's  lligli  Reeve  iElfic,  and  the  latter 
was  slain  in  battle  with  the  Danes  iu  1001.  None  of  the  witnesses  have  the  sign  of  the  cross  to  their  names. 
This  and  two  other  MSS.  iu  this  collection  show  the  manner  of  making  the  cheirograph  at  that  time  by  bisecting  the 
word  '■  CInTographum  "  longitudinally,  sometimes  alone,  sometimes,  as  in  the  present  case,  preceded  by  a  cross,  and  some- 
times with  the  names  of  the  grantm-  and  grantee  in  addition,  between  each  copy  instead  of  making  the  indentation 
now  in  use.       A  thirteenth  century  endor-sement  gives  the  date  997.     Saxon.     Cod.  Dip.  DCCIV.       Dip.  Angl.  p.  .539. 

No.  XVUI.  is  the  testament  of  the  ^theliug  vEthelstan,  son  of  King  ..'Ethelred  the  Second  by  his  first  wife. 
This  is  the  third  of  the  Canterbury  Collection  of  Auglo-Saxon  MSS.  uot  bound  up  in  tlic  Charter  Book.  It  is 
printed  in  the  Codex  from  copies  in  the  Codex  Wintouieiusis,  Astle's  Collection  and  Lye's  English  Grammar;  ui  the 
Diplomatarium  from  the  Crnlex  Wintoniensis,  Lye.  and  a  Stowe  MS.  The  copy  in  the  Appendix  to  Lye's  Grammar 
is  taken  from  Astle's.  The  MS.  here  reproduced  differs  slightly  from  and  is  perhaps  superior  to  those  printed.  TIio 
date  ascribed  to  it  by  an  endorsement  iu  a  thirteenth  century  hand  is  I0I.5,  to  which  date  it  is  also  mentioned  as 
belonging  by  Hickes.  In  the  Codex  and  Diplomatarium  no  date  is  assigned  to  it.  Lye  says  that  it  mast  have 
been  written  between  the  years  1006  and  1008,  during  which  period  iElfsige,  who  is  frequently  mentioued  in  the  will, 
held  the   see   of  Winche.ster,  and  he   adds  that  iEthelstan  the  .•Etheling  fell  in  battle   with  the  Danes  iu    1011.     There 
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was  nnothiT  MKsige,  however,  Bisliop  of  Winclipster  in  1015,  niul  it  is  jmssihle  that  Lye  may  have  coiifnimdeil  tlio 
jEtheliiifj  witli  King  j^thelred's  son-in-hiw  -'Etlielstnn,  the  hnsband  of  his  eldest  danghter  yEthelgifn.  wlio  was  slain  at 
Ipswich  in  1011.  Little  seems  knoira  of  ^Kthelstan  thi'  yKtIioling.  but  he  is  said  to  have  died  vinnig.  Wlio  bis 
mother  was,  lias  also  been  divers(dy  statwl.  Florence  of  Worcester  calls  lier  Alfgiva,  daughter  of  Earl  Agilbert ; 
Brompton  and  Higden,  Edgiva.  daughter  of  Earl  Toretli ;  and  llabnesljury  alludes  to  her  as  some  person  unknown  to 
fame.  Dr.  Ijippenberg  says  that  she  wn.s  the  daughter  of  Earl  Tliored  the  .son  of  (runner.  Master  of  the  Royal 
Household  and  Commander  of  the  Royal  Forces,  that  her  name  was  /Elflncd,  and  that  King  jEtbelred  married  iier 
in  his  17th  year.  It  will  be  observed  tliat  iEthelstan  makes  uo  allnsioTi  to  his  mother  in  his  testament,  though 
ho  speaks  in  aft'ectionate  terms  of  his  foster-mother  jElfswjtb  and  his  grandmother  vEltMirrth.  The  will  is 
remarkable  for  the  number  and  value  of  the  bequest.s  contauied  in  it,  and  interesting  trom  the  nature  of  some  of  the 
bequests  and  the  terms  in  which  tliey  are  conveyed.  The  "  sceard  swvrd,"  of  whicli  there  are  one  or  two  legacies, 
wa.s  probably  the  long  two-handed  cross-hiIte<l  sword,  with  a  double-edged  dentated  blade,  used  as  late  a.s  the  time  of 
the  Norman  line  of  English  Kings.  The  character  of  the  linndwriting  is  very  graceful.  The  fact  of  land  at  Holling- 
brnime  being  bequeatheil  to  flirist  Cliurch  may  account  for  tliis  will  Ijeing  preserved  among  the  archives  of  Canterbury. 
It  has  been  quoted  by  Hickes  to  illustrate  the  necessity  of  tlie  lic^yaI  As.sent  to  the  validity  of  testamentary  bequests 
of  property  not  held  by  the  testator  in  alloilium  or  as  boc-land.  The  witne,s,ses  are  yEtlielstan's  Brotlier  Eadniimd 
"  Ironsides,"  Bisliop  /Elfsige,  Abliot  BvTlitmacr,  and  yElmacr  /Elfric's  son.  .Saxon.  Cod.  Dip  DCCXXII  Dip  Vul'I 
p.  567.    Hickes,  D.  E.  p.  61.  -      •       i  ■  -    t,  • 

No.  XIX.  is  a  charter  by  King  Cimt  in  102:1,  whereby  lie  bestows  his  "  head's  kingly  helm,"  jilaeol  l,y  his  owu 
hands,  on  tlie  h.dy  altar  of  Canterbury,  and  the  harbour  of  Sandwich,  with  all  issues '  of  the  water  tliereof  from 
Pepeme.s,s  to  Markfleet,  upon  the  Monks  of  Christ's  Cinirch.  Saxon.  Cod.  Dip.,  with  an  asterisk,  DCCXXXVII. 
Dip.  Angl.  p.  3U. 

No.  XX.  is  the  same  charter  in  I.atin.     Cod.  Dip.  DCCXXX\'TI.  Dip.  Angl.  p.  ;iI4. 

No.  XXI.  is  another  copy  also  in  Latin.  The  substance  of  this  cliarter  is  copied  into  the  beautiful  little  tenth 
century  copy  of  the  Gospels,  knowni  as  ••  The  (io.spels  of  Mac  Durnan,"  preserved  in  the  I^mbeth  Palace  Librarv. 

No.  XXII.  is  a  demise  by  Archbisliop  ^Egelnoth  of  Canterbury,  and  liis  brother  Giuehard,  Dean  of  St.  Mary 
of  a  portion  of  land  lielonging  t.,  the  Monastery  of  Recnlver  on  lease  to  the  two  Thanes  .Vlfwold  and  yEdred  Tl'ip 
year  in  which  this  instrument  w.as  wTitten  is  not  given,  but  vEgelnnth  was  Archbishop  of  Cnnterburv  from  the  middle 
of  November  1020  till  the  end  of  October  10:58.  None  of  the  witnes-ses'  names  have  the  cross  attached  to  them  but 
they  are  .s.qiplie,!  in  the  Codex,  where  the  charter  is  printed  with  an  asterisk.  The  Dean  of  St.  Mnrvs  name  is 
prmtcd  "Gmscardus"  in  the  Codex;  but  it  is  ■•  Giuehardus "  in  the  MS.  Whether  this  is  a  ndstake  of  the 
scribe,  or  whether  it  is  a  latinising  of  ••  Gifard,"  I  have  not  the  means  of  determining,  nor  whether  ••frnter 
'^f,'r,  „""■'""  "'"'  •'"■  ^'^"  '"^  "'"  Bi^'-oP's  ■•''"I  1'">«I""-  or  merely  his  clerical  brother.  Latin.  Cod  Di„ 
DtCLI^  .     Somners  Antiquities  of  Canterbury,  Battely,  Part  1,  Appendix,  p.  43,  No.  XXXIX. 

No.  XXUI.  is  a  clieirograpli  setting  out  the  substance  of  a  dispute  between  vElfstan  the  Abbot  and  the  Mona-sterv 
of  bt.  Augustine.  Canterbury,  and  the  Priest  Leofwine,  and  its  settlement  bv  Earl  Godwine.  A  portion  of  this  finelv 
written  MS.  is  unfortunately  defaced  by  damp.  It  has  no  date,  but  one  of  tlie  three  subscribing  xvitne.s.ses  is  Siword 
Bishop,  and  this  IS  probably  Siword  of  Upsal.  Abbot  of  Abingdon,  who  was  coiisecratcl  Bisliop  Suftragan  to  Archbishop 
Ead-sige  ,n  1044.  „ii,l  died  in  1048,  a  few  weeks  after  Eadsige  had  resumed  tlie  arcliiepisco|,al  flinctions  As  Archbisb , 
Eadsige  IS  a  witne,.,  to  this  deeil  its  date  must  be  ascrib,.!  to  that  year.  Tlie  word  ■■  elm.-cs.,an,"  printed  in  the 
Codex  and  Diplomatarmm,  after  the  sixth  blank  space  in  the  MS.  from  damp,  slionld  be  " .  es  ma-ssan -■■  five 
pomids  of  pennies  [half  at  Chri]stmas  and  half  at  Mid-lent."      Saxon.      Cod.  Dip    DCCXC       Dip    An-1    „    'W 

No.  XXIV.  is  a  grant   by  Eadward  the   Confessor  in    1049  of  land,  apparently  in  Cornwall,  to  lii^  Tliane  Eadulf    c 
fhe   array   of    witncses    to   this    charter    is   numerous   and    imposing,   comprising    both    Arclibishops,    the    Bishops    „f 
Crediton,    « iiH^cster,    Wilton,    Wdls,   and    Sherborne,   three   Abbots,  five   of  the    most    powerful  '  Earls    of  the'  lay 
Godwme  a„,l    Harold    Leofric  of    Mercia,  Siward  of  Northumberland,  and  Beoni  the  Kinsman   of  Swevn  of  Denmark 
hve    Nobles,  an,l   twelve  Tbanes^none   of  them    have   tlie   cross   attacli«l   to   their   names.      In    the    6odex   the  "™t 

DCCLXXXVU "       "'  ■  '"■  •""   ""•''"■'■^'   *-'™"'"'    ''"   ■""   ""■"■"'■■      '■"'"■    "'"•    ^''-"-       f  « ■    % 


I  T  l^  ,  1  .  ^'"•'™S™P''-  wliereby  Tlmrstan  bequeaths,  after  liis  .leatli  and  tliat  of  yEtlielgvth  a  niece  of 
hnd  at  Wnnbish  to  the  Monastery  of  Chris,  Church,  Canterbury;  the  brotherhood  of  which  are  to' pay  to  t  lose  of 
St.  Augnstrne   twelve  pounds  by  tale   or  three   hiiles   whicliever   thev  will.      The  chief  among   tlie 


are  King  Eadward  and  ^Ifgini  ..the  Lady,"  ArchWs,:  i  l^i^i^o  /cI     rbu  ;':  riCiri^dwll-rrr  7-""T 
ere  take   ..eccdence  of  the  Bishops  of  Undon   and  ^^!inchest^.      Uofiild   :he  S^erilT^d      ^^  TU^'T^^ 
arc   also  said   to  have  witne.«e<l   tli,.  testament,  from  which   Hickes,  who   has   printed   a   version    „f  ,l  1 

nUistration  of  tl.   dignity    of  the  shiremote  and    the  non-neccit     for   tC  p^e^^l  IZnTe  tf  t  Jl" "hlaT 
concludes   that   the   deed   wa.s  executed   in   that  countv   where  the   King  and  Oueeii    then   we™       n,7  T 

printed    in   the   Codex,  not    from   the  Canterbury  copy,  but  from   one  i^^  BriZ  M  inrCott    tl'^lT'-U ''.h': 
same  as   that    prmtd   by  Hickes,  the  dorse  of  wliidi   supplies   the  date    Um       The  Cotton   MS    '.        f  " 

witnesses  whose  names  do  not  appear   in  the  Canterbury  MS..  Archbisliop  ilfric   Pn^hf  V    ^   'f"   '7"'°"' 
Earl.s-I.,.fric  of  Mercia-son,  and   the   two  versions   are   othe  ^        no  "  dif^r  as  w       1      »"     '   "'      ^'^^-^  *<• 
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viii  INTRODUCTION. 

To  oach  of  tho  iacsimiles  in  thifi  volume  a  transcript  and  translation  arc  appontlod  page  for  paf^'  with  the  copy. 
Tlie  transcript-*  nro  made  word  for  word  witlj  tlio  orif;inal  MSS.,  but  in  cxtondt'd  Latin,  care  having  boon  taken  to 
preserve  the  peculiarities  in  spelling,  punctuation,  and  the  employment  of  capital  letters,  that  characterise  eacli  MS. ; 
and  the  old  orthography  of  places  and  names  has  been  retained.  For  the  translations  some  indulgence  is  asUeil. 
They  are  made  as  nearly  literal  as  possible,  but  the  I^atin  proems  to  some  of  the  Charters  are  almost  vmintelligiblo 
and  wholly  untranslatable  as  they  stand ;  fully  bearing  out  the  assertion  of  Asser  and  Florence  of  Worcester, 
tlmt  there  were  no  grammarians  in  the  whole  kingdom  of  Wessex,  and  being  qtiite  in  aecordauce  with 
the  reported  saying  of  King  vElfred  that  there  was  not  a  priest  to  be  found  .south  r)f  the  Thames  ■  who 
knew  bis  office  in  Latin.  They  are  generally  intended  to  be  an  exi)ros.si<ni  of  some  church  canon  or  scriptural 
text  bearing  on  the  boUoNvniess  tA'  earthly  aspirations,  the  beauty  of  cliarity,  especially  to  the  Church,  and  the 
proprietv  of  sacrificing  the  possessions  of  this  world  to  secure  the  eternal  happiness  of  the  next.  The  .■^ame  proem 
is  found  attached  to  ditlerent  charters  and  at  different  dates,  sometimes  extend(?d,  sometimes  curtailed,  without  regard 
to  coustnictiou.  and  one  becomes  necessary  to  the  riglit  understanding  of  the  other.  But  however  obscure  the  initial 
clauses  of  an  .iViiglo-Sason  Charter  may  be,  tlie  final  clause,  the  "  Sanction "  as  it  is  called,  whereby  the  grantor 
invokes  a  curse  upon  the  head  of  the  audacious  person  who  shall  presume  to  violate  or  pervert  the  conditions  of  the 
grant,  is  invariably  expressed  in  intelligible  terms.  Portions  of  the  grant  it.self  are  sometimes  given  in  a  mLxtun*  ()f 
Saxon  and  Latin  words,  and  are  not  always  easily  to  be  imderstood.  The  boundaries  are.  with  very  few  exceptions, 
set  out  in  Saxon,  and  fonn  not  the  least  interesting  part  of  the  Charter.  To  local  historians  especially,  and  to  all 
who  take  an  interest  in  the  topographical  features  of  England,  its  old  Roman  and  British  high  roads,  its  rivers, 
streams,  woods,  and  ancient  hnubnarks,  the  study  of  these  boiuidaries  cannot  fail  to  be  of  service. 

TIm'  iugenuitj'  display<Hl  Iiy  the  witnesses  to  some  of  the  later  charters  in  diversifying  their  several  forms  of 
attestation  is  great,  and  rhe  higher  tlie  rank  or  the  greater  the  claim  to  learning  of  the  subscribers,  the  more  nearly 
ludicrous  is  sonK'times  his  subscription.  The  J{eader  will  understand,  however,  that  these  attestations  arc  not  in  the 
haudwriting  of  the  witnes-ses,  few  <>f  whom — even  among  the  highest,  at  any  rate  among  the  laynu-n — ccmld  ^vrite, 
of  wbi<'h  ICing  Wihtra^d  of  Kent  has  left  a  curious  record  in  a  charter  granted  by  him  in  (if)?  to  the  Church  of 
St.  Mary  of  Lyminge,  wherein  the  ICing  says  tliat  in  consequence  of  his  "  ignorantia  literarum  "  he  ha.s  made  the  sign 
of  the  Holy  Cross  in  confiriuation  of  his  grant.  Even  the  cross  was  ma<Ie  for  the  witness  by  the  scribe  who  wntte 
the  charter,  and  all  the  witness  had  to  do,  apparently,  was  to  touch  and  swear  to  the  signature  as  his  act  and  dewl. 
From  evidence  afforded  by  these  Charters  it  appears  doubtful  if  tlu^  dignitaries  of  the  Cliurcli  coidd  all  sign  their 
own  names. 

The  Anglo-Saxon  Charters  are  of  great  value  to  the  study  of  early  Rnglish  history  and  the  philology  of  the 
English  tongue.  They  sujiply  information,  which  cannr)t  be  obtained  from  any  other  sourc<»,  on  the  public  and  home 
life  of  our  forefathers,  and  help  as  to  trace  the  progress  of  their  language  for  nearly  five  hundred  years.  Within  the 
limits  of  the  present  volume  will  be  found  accounts  lA'  ])roce(Hlings  in  some  of  the  great  Synr)dal  gatherings  of  the 
Church,  and  allusions  to  points  connected  with  church  rule,  the  laws  of  inheritance,  succession  and  dower;  the  practice 
of  the  witenagemot  and  shiremot ;  the  admhiistration  of  criminal  and  civil  law;  the  institution  of  guilth* ;  and  the 
manumisj^ion  of  seris :  while  an  insight  into  the  domestic  manners  and  customs  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  people  is  given  by 
the  will  of  the  JEtheling  iEthelstan,  and  the  singular  story  of  Ih'lmstan  the  Outlaw. 

The  custom  of  distinguishing  individuals  by  names  borrowed  from  some  peculiarity  of  mind  or  body  for  which 
they  were  remarkable,  is  illustratetl  by  iEthehn  the  Priident,  /Elfstaii  the  Bald,  Wuinuui  the  Black,  .(Ethelweard  the 
Stammerer,  Godwine  the  Rheumatic  or  Driveller,  aud  JE,]£ric  the  Anxious. 

WILLIAM    BASEVI    SANDERS. 
Ordnance  Survey  Office,  November  1,  1S77. 
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,il'XrNANTK    in   perpctuum    iteo   ct     domino    nostro    ilirsu    chrislo    anno    iirro    (lominioo    incnrnationis 
DCCXLII.    Inilictione  ■  s.    vi    rc^ni    ff^c'lbaldi    reg;is    mercionim  -  xxrij.    syiiodus    con^rosratum    fucrat     in    Icico 

CO ri  ubi  nominatur  clofoshos  ■  de  diucrsis  eccic  .  .  .  mm  dei.    Et  hutilitatibus  pr(;sit('ntc  autem  codcm  synodo 

leSolbaldus    wr     cum    auU    optimatibus    necnon   cutberhtiis   ucnorabiles    archiepiscopus  -  ceterisquc    cpiscopis  ■ 

8 necMsarifl  diligonter  oxaminantcs  de  statu  totius  christian itiitis  ucl  de  eyinbolo 

ex  antiquo  sanctorum  patrum  iostitutioiiibus  traditftm  esso  ucl  qualiter  in  primordia  nascentis  ccctc«tc  ■ 
iubebatur  habere  aut  ubi  honor  wmibiarum  secundum  normani  equitatis  seruaretur  ■  hcc  ct  is  similia  anctio 
inquirontes  nndiqnc  antiquas  priuili'^ias  ■  recitantcs  tandundom  penienit  ex  roj^alu  se'Solbcrbti  regis  cantie 
roHini  omnibus  le^tur  liberlas  ect-lesiarum  dei.  Et  institutio  uel  prcceptum  pihtredi  regis  ■  do  eloetionc 
(lominanim  cenubiarum  in  regno  cantuariorum  •  quoniodo  uel  qualiter  secundum  imperium  ct  electioni  archi- 
cpiscopi  fieri  stare  precipilur.  Post  eo  Iioc  priuilcgium  leeta  ct  inter  se  examinata  ante  regis  ■  et  episcoporuni 
prcscntia  fuisset  ■  placuit  itaque  omnilms  pariterquo  condixerunt  nee  ullam  aliam  -  tam  nobilcm  tamque  pnidenter 
constitution  inuenirc  potuifiscnt  ■  secundum  ecelcsmstieam  disciplinam.  Et  hoe  adnuontes  stai'e  scu  ab  omnibus 
firmare  rectum  esse  sane-scrunt :  Idco  que  pro  hac  re  Ego  aiSolbald  rex  merciorum  prosalute  anime  mee  et  pro 
stabilitati  regni  mei  nee  non  ex  petitioni  ■  n?N?lberhti  regis  cantie  seu  ....  pro  reuerentiffi  eutberhti  archicpiscopi 
hoe  idem  munifica  uianu  propria  moa  sul)Scribo  ut  per  omnia  h  .  .  .  .  et  auctoritas  ct  securitas  ohristi   ceclesie 
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*0, 


r  UR  Ood  and  Lord  Jesus  Cliriat  reigning  for  ever  !  In  tbo  yoftr  of  the  lacnmation  of  Our  Lord  7-t2,  the  10th  Indictiou 
iiii<l  the  27Ui  you-  of  tbo  r«ign  of  i£tholbald  King  of  the  Mercian!!,  a  Synod  vraa  assembled  togeUier  in  the  well  known 
jdacc   railed  Clofi«hoN   upon   vnriom  ftflaini    of  God's  churches:  King  ^tht^'lImM    [H-etiidiDg  over   tho  wmic  Synod  with  hiii  diief 

men ;  ninong  whom  were  tho  vonerable  im'hKtnhop  CutliV-rt  nnd  other  hiMhops diligently  examining 

into  tho  neceuitin  of  tbo  hIaIc  of  all  C'hriMti'ndom  and  thi>  creed  handed  down  of  ohi  by  the  prec<-ptA  of  tii<:  holy  fntbers ; 
how  in  the  beginoing  of  the  nascent  church  it  wns  ordered  to  be  olwerved,  anrl  bow  tho  honour  of  the  chitHt«r  should  ho 
nuuntainei).  Thene  and  tbe  like  cjucsUonn  having  been  carefully  inquired  into,  and  the  ancient  privileges  from  nil  eides  citwl, 
it  ramo  to  psuw  at  length  by  rei^uest  of  King  ^tbelberl  of  Kent,  that  tho  liberty  of  God's  ohurchea  and  the  institution 
and  pr««pt  of  King  Wihtnil  with  regard  to  the  election  of  beotU  of  uionast«ricii  in  the  kingdom  of  tlic  men  of  Kent 
cnmi>  on  befon^  all ;  n.^  t<>  how  and  in  what  manner,  according  in  the  niithority  and  election  of  the  archbishop,  it  in 
ordcrval  to  be  made  and  endure.  AIUt  tbi'<  privilege  ba>]  been  rend  and  exaniinod  before  tho  King  and  in  the  presence 
of  the  l)isbo[u«  it  pleased  all,  and  they  altogether  declared,  that  no  other  so  noble  or  so  prudent  an  ordinance  could  be 
found  in  accordance  with  church  disciptinc.  And,  granting  thin,  they  sanctioned  itt*  being  maintained  and  upheld  a.t 
right   by    oil.       Therefore    on    thin  account,   I    ^thellnld    King   of  the   Morciani,  for  tho   health  of  my  soul  and   the   Htabilitv 

of   iny    kingdom,    a«    also    at    tho    petition    of    iSthelbert    King    of     Kent  or out   of  reverence  for    archbinhii|i 

Cutbbcrt,   suUicribv'  this    &amc   with   my  own    u)uuific«.'iit    luiud:    that   the   h authority  and   security  of  Chri^t'a   cLurch 
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»4«5i>iii  •\y>'sH"y='i''iT", . 
iJiiiiiilteJiini  l«ii  ^iiic^^y-t-  iK.uiiitnict  .liite-y^ly' 


Cr-Mjii-  ioAJjiMTy.'iit-stliXi.i  inny-i-iW  iA.n:uiv    W.tuuMWmi  o:,' 
ij.»iviiii \  .1:  ;pii SiVCiMitiv.  iiK  iill.lni  .U.1.U11  •  r-lm  w ViliVii  >iuii<i: 
in.iiWlmU  wiii<i  miiT'  liuifiTiiii^  y^'Ciiiy-j-dix'   <^;ttll^lT«il^-^•t  ,' 
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I 

citra    humbrensis  flufio denegatur  .  .  omnium    ccnubiarum   in    term  cantic  ....  tam    iu 

libcrtate   a  seciilarium  seruiciis  quam  etiam   in   omnibus  oausis   maioris  minomque  secura  permanot  ct   sicut 

supradiclus pro    se    suos    que    coDstituit    ad    scniandiim per   omnia 

inrcfrog^ahilis  et  immutabilis  usque  ad  terminiLs  seculi  perdurarc  pi-wipimus  si  quis  autem  regum  successorum 

nostrorum  seu  epis uol  prineipum  lioc  salubre  decretum  inf rationem 

dco  omnipotent!  iu  die  tremendo  •  si  eomos  uol  prt-sbytor  diaconus  clmcus  aut  momales  huic  institutioni 
rcstitcrit  sit  sui  gradui  priuatus  et  a  participatione  corporis  et  sanguinis  cliristi  ■  scparatus  et  alienus  a  regna 
dei  •  nisi  ante  oa  satisfactione  emcndauorit  quot  sui  malo  superbit-  iniqui  egessit  .  quia  in  euangelio  dictum 
est  ■  quicumque  ligaueritis  super  terram  ■  erit  ligatum  ■  et  in  eclis.  Et  quoc-umque  soIueritLs  super  terram  crit 
solatxmi  et  in  celis. 
+  Ego    e«clbald    rex    diuino   suffragio    lultus  ■  geutis        +  Ego  ofa  pntricius  consensi  et  subscripsi. 

meroiorum  regens  inperium  ■  signum  sanctc  erucis        +  Ego  aldpulf  dus  coneensi  et  subscripsi. 

subscribe.  +  Eo^  a^Sohnod  indolis  mercie  consensi  et  subscripsi. 

+  Ego   cu^fborlitus  arcbiepiscopus  propria  manu   sub.        +  Ego  heanlbcrlit  dux  consensi  et  subscripsi. 

seripsi.  +  Ego  eadbald  dux  consensi  et  subscripsi. 

+  Ego  uuifa  opisuopu.s  coiisunsi  ct  subscripsi.  +  Ego  berciU  dux  consensi  et  subscripsi. 

+  Ego  torbthebn  episcopus  consensi  et  subscripsi.  +  Ego  cj-neberbt  consensi  ct  subscripsi. 

+  Ego  pilHrcdi  episcopus  consensi  ct  subscripsi.  +  Ego  freoSorne  consensi  et  subscripsi. 

+  Ego  cuftbcrbt  episcopus  consensi  et  subscripsi.  +  Ego  permuud  abbas  consensi  et  subscripsi. 

+  Ego  huctlac  episcopus  consensi  ct  subscripsi.  +  Ego  cu>red  abbas  consensi  ct  subscripsi. 

+  Ego  eanfriS  episcopus  consensi  ct  subscripsi,  +  Ego  buna  abbas  consensi  et  suliscripsi. 

+  Ego  ccglaf  episcopus  consensi  ct  subscripsi. 
+  Ego  aluuig  episcopus  consensi  ct  subscripsi. 
+  Ego  bunpald  episcopus  consensi  ct  subscripsi. 
+  Ego  danicl  episcopus  consensi  et  subscripsi. 
+  Ego  aldpulf  episcopus  consensi  et  subscripsi. 
+  Ego  e^'tfriS  episcopus  consensi  et  subscripsi. 
+  Ego  bcn^pald  episcopus  consensi  et  subscripsi. 
+  Ego  sigcga  episcopus  consensi  et  subscripsi. 
+  Ego  rcdpulf  episcopus  consensi  et  subscripsi. 

Libertas   eclesie  christi  e]>ell)aldi   regis   mercie 
ct  eu|>berti  archiepiscopi. 

decretum  athelbaldi  regis  ct  cutliberti  archiepiscopi 
de  libertatc  ecclesianun. 

■  latine. 


I. 

on  UiL)  »(lc  of  the  river  Humb«r.  Hh&ll  in  rU  ca»c«  bo denied of  all  inoDaist«ries  in  the  land 

of  Kent  as  well  in  freedom  from  nil  secular  services,  u  in  all  canitea  either  great  or  small  fgidiud  secure ;  and  as  the  aforeaaiil 
King  Wihtred  liiM  for  liiiosvlf  nntl  lus  people   np]>oiut«d,  we  command  it   ko  to  be  kept  in  all  coses  and  to  endiu^,  imfrngiible 

and  immutable,   imto  the  end   of  time.     If,  however,  any  of  our  6UCCC«sors,  Icings,  hishops,  or  princes,  aliall tJiLs 

aalutaiy  decree,  may  he  account  for  it  to  Almighty  God  in  the  tremendouH  day.  Should  e^rt  or  prie»t,  deacon,  clerk,  or  monk 
oppose  tbia  institution  let  him  be  deprived  of  bia  rank,  sepamtcd  from  participntioo  in  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  and 
become  OQ  alien  front  tlie  kingdom  of  God,  tuileits  he  previously  make  sntLsfactiou  for  so  ntuch  as  his  evil  pride  and  wickeilness 
has  occaaioaod,  for  it  is  written  in  the  Gospel,  "  WJiatevcr  you  shall  bind  upon  earth  shall  be  bound  in  heaven,  and  what«ver 
"  ye  shall  loose  on  earth  shall  be  loosed  in  heaven." 


•{•  I,  EtlkclbaM,  by  divine  assent  upheld,  bearing  sway  over 
the  race  of  the  Ikfercians,  subscribe  the  sign  of  the  Holy 
Croas. 

J.  1,  Cuthberht,  Archlnsho|^  have  aubeoribed  with  rny  own  banil. 

•}•  I,  Cuita,  Biahop,  have  consented  and  Kubseribed. 

•}•  I,  Torhthelm.  Bishop,  have  con.icnted  and  subscnbcd. 

^  I,  Willfnd,  Bishop,  have  consented  iind  subscribed. 

^  i,  CuUibcrt,  Bishop,  have  commuted  and  subscribed. 

■)•  I,  Huetlae,  Bi>^h(>p,  have  couMntcd  and  subscribed. 

•4*  I,  Eanfrith,  Bishop,  have  coascnted  and  subscribed. 

•}•  I,  Ecghif,  Bishop,  have  oon.'trtited  and  subscribed. 

.{.  I,  Aluuig,  Bishop,  have  consented  and  subscribed. 

+  I,  Hunwald,  Bishop,  have  consented  and  subscribed. 

+  I,  Daniii,  Bishop,  have  conR-ut<.''l  and  aubseribed. 

•f>  I,  Aldwulf,  Biftliop,  have  consented  and  subscribed. 

■}■  I,  Etbelfrith,  Biithop,  have  consented  ami  subscribotJ. 

+  I,  Herevrold,  Bishop,  have  coosente*!  and  subscribed. 

+  1,  Sigcgn.  Bishop,  have  consented  and  subscribed. 

4-  I,  Redwulf,  Bishop,  have  oonncnled  and  subscribed. 


•f"  I,  Ofa,  Fatricinn,  have  consented  and  subscribed. 

•}•  It  Aldwulf,  Duko,  have  consented  and  Hubscribetl. 

•)-  I.  vStbchood,  Prince  of  Mercia,  have  consented  and  subscribed. 

+  I,  Heardberbt,  Duke,  have  consented  and  subscribed. 

•f.  I,  Eodlmld,  Duke,  have  consented  and  subscribed. 

•|-  I,  BoFcul,  Duke,  have  consented  and  subscribed. 

+  I,  Cyncberht,  have  consented  and  sul»<cril>bd. 

•(•  I,  Freotliorae,  have  consented  and  Kubscribcd. 

+  I,  Wermund,  Abbot,  liave  consented  and  subscribe*!. 

•}•  I,  Cuthred,  Abbot,  have  consented  and  subscribed. 

+  I,  Buna,  Abbot,  have  consented  and  Nuliswribed. 


The   liberty  uf  Christ's  Church   of  Ethelbald    King  of 
Mercia  and  Archbishop  Outhbert. 


Decree  of  King  AOiclbold  and  Archbishop  Cuthbcrt  concerning 
the  liberty  of  Churcbos. 

Latin. 


«ll 


n. 

O  r  I'  A     O  F     M  K  RC  I  A.     A.D.  788. 


I  N  nomine  dornini  uostri  ihosu  fhriati.  Ego  offa  rex  mer- 
ciormn  tibi  osborlito  niinistro  im-o  ntqiio  uxori  tuao  ct  ai  coDtif;tcrit 
ut  nobis  filius  aut  filia  nati  fncrint  trado  terrain  iuris  mei  uniiw 
aratri  in  prouineia  cantiae  in  regione  castrgcna  uhi  nominatur 
diminifeland.  llant*  autom  terram  ad  banc  conditionem  uobis 
conecdo  cum  omnibus  ad  earn  rite  pcrtincntibus  ....  propriis 
terminis  cum  campis  pascuis  pratis  et  cum  omni  tributo  quod 
regibufl  antca  debetur  ct  quamdiu  id  bac  uita  uixeritis  onmia 
uestrac  subicgantur  potestnti. 


H. 


LjVNC  aiit^'iu  douatiouom  meam  atque  conditionem  multi 

rcUgiosi  testes  subs dali  conucntu  in  loco  ubi  ....  natur 

celchy*  anno DCCLXXXVIII 

+Ego  offa   rox    merciae  banc   d  .  .  .  .  .  .  signo  sanctae 

avi. 

•fEgo  iacnberbtus  gratia  dci  are subscr  .... 

+Ego  hygelwrht  episcopas  cons 

+Ego If  episcopus  subseripsi 

+Ego  bcordraed  episcopus  snbscripsi  +  signum  maiiu.*i 
+Ego  aetbilmod  episcopus  snbscripsi  +  signum  manus 
+Ego  evneberht  episcopus  subscripsi  +  sic^um  manus 
+Ego  unuuanu  episcopus  subscripsi  +  signum  manus 

+Ego  uuaer subscripsi  +  signum  manus. 

+Ego  batbor subscripsi. 

+Ego  calgbcard  episcopus  subscripsi 
+Ego  ccolmund  episcopus  ....... 


OFFA    OF     MKKLIA.     A.D.  78S. 


«In 


LN  the  nfttne  of  our  Lonl  Jotiu  Chri»ll  I  Otl*a,  King  of  the  Merciniu, 
do  give  to  thee  0»ber1it  my  TItaiic  unil  tliy  wife,  «n<l  to  thy  son  or  dnughtor, 
if  it  ithould  l)a|)]ien  that  eitlicr  bo  born  t^i  thee,  tlic  land  of  my  riglit  of  one 
plougliloiul  in  the  province  of  Kent  iii  the  region  of  Eiiitrgenn  which  is 
cnllnl  Diuiiiigelnnd.     ThiK  land  inurtvivcT  I  giTint  to  you  undvr  thiN  condition 

with   everything  to   it   of  right  n|i|iertuining its  projier  Ituumlari^ia 

with  fields,  jk-uitureB,  meadow».  and  witli  idl  tributo  hitherto  owing  to  thu  Kings, 
and  HO  long  oa  you  nhaU  live  in  Uii«  life  nil  things  are  subject  to  thy  power. 

IVIoreovcT  nmny  ivIigiouM  witiit'JM>e^  hnve  Mutntcribed  thia  uiy  dotintiou  and 
n^re^inent  nt  the  lynotlnl  gathering  in  tlie  place  which  h  enlled  C'elchyth  in  the 
yea.  .  DCCLXXXVIII 

4*  I,  Oh'a.  King  of  Merciu,  linvc  Mgned  thiH  grant  with  the  aigu  of  the  Holy  CroM. 

•f  I,  Ja«nl>crht.  by  the  gnico  of  Ood  Archbistiop  . Imve  subscribed, 

+  I,  Hyge1>crht,  Bishop,  lisve  cfms 

•{•I, If,  Bialiop,  have  t-ulscribed. 

•f*  I,  Ilcardnted,  Biithop,  hnve  flubscribe<l  +  thv  nt«rk  of  my  hand. 
4*  1.  Aothihuod.  Bishop,  hnve  hulmcribed  (^  Lht.-  mark  of  my  hand. 
•J*  I,  Cyneherht.  Bishop,  hiivo  xulML'ribi.'d  .f.  the  mark  of  my  hnnd. 
•(■  I.  Unwan,  Binliop,  have  subMrriWd  •}•  ^''^  mark  of  my  hand. 
•(•  I.  Wner  .  ,      .  ,  Bishop,  have  Kuh'icrilK'd  •{■  the  mark  of  my  han<). 

4-  I.  Unthor have  suUcribcd 

4-  1.  Ealghcard,  Bishop,  hnvo  siibHcribed. 
4"  I,  Coohnund.  Bishop , 


II. 

Offa  rex  mercionim  .  .  . 

II. 

Offa,  King  of  the  Mercians  .  . 


■  muungUuid. 


one  plooghland. 
■  ■  uniuitgland. 


lU. 


*Rc 


OKFA    OF    MERCIA.    A.D.  790. 


TjCO  ofla  res  Anglorum  .DCCXC.  anno  dominictp  incarnationis  nostri  autcm  rc^i  dci  gratia  concossi 
■  XXXVIII.  cojc^tan-t  do  saluU"  aiiimc  mciv  ot  do  statu  regionis  mcrcionim  perucni  ad  lundoniam  ciuitatcm  ad 
conloquium  ucnerabilis  uiri  n>l>ellipardi  archiepiscopi  ot  locutus  sum  cum  en  tpiid  pro  saluto  animtc  mea;  ct 
totius  centis  mcrciorum  dco  omnipotcnti  darcm.  Inter  litcc  postulauit  a  me  uenerahilis  archiepiscopus  oeJ>elbeard 
ut  darem  aibi  aliquod  supplementum  ad  iccclesiam  sancti  saluatoris  in  urhe  dorobemia  ■  diccna  cum  omnibus 
cpiscopis  nostnc  if^ionis  esse  inoncstum  non  ditari  matrem  aecclcsiarum  a  lUiabus  et  fiUis  suis  rcgibus  quos 
fonte  baptiamatis  regcncrauit.  Ego  uero  eonsonsi  pi-titioni  illius  et  omnium  episcoponim  nostrorura  et  dedi 
illi  -  XC.  Iributarin  terrt-  hipertita  in  dunbus  locis  ■  LX.  in  loco  qui  dicitiir  on  lingabiL'se  ■  ct  Geddingas  circa 
ribulum  qiii  dicitur  fiscesburna  ■  et  XXX.  in  nquilonali  ripa  fiuminis  tamis  ubi  appoUatur  tuicanham  ■  ut 
liabcat  ■  LX.  nd  cmcndationem  a?colesic  sancti  saluatoris  ■  XXX.  uero  in  tuicanhammo  ad  indumentimi  fratrum 
qui  seruiunt  dco  in  ilia  sancta  lecdesia.  Ilanc  elemosinam  bumilis  ct  deuotus  Ego  ofTa  res  Anglorum  pro 
pignore  cristianc  fidci  totius  gontis  nostnc  olTcro  tle«  omnipotent!,  ad  suam  sanctam  ojcclesiam  ■  ut  mei  mcmoria 
et  meo!  carissimo:  gcntis  ibi  celebrctur  et  deo  commendctur.  Etat  aut«m  in  conucntu  nostro  cclcberrimus  dies 
pentccostes.  et  conucntus  famulorum  dei  quorum  nomina  seripta  sunt  bic.  iEthellicard  arcbiepiseopus  • 
Ceolpulf  cpiseopus  •  unpona  episcopus  ■  naj>orod  cpiscopus  -  Ccolmund  episcopus  -  Ealhbcard  episcopus  •  Elfbun 
cpiscopus  ■  Cjucbcrlit  episcopus  ■  Ucneferjj  cpiscopus  ■  pcrmund  episcopus  -  pcobtbun  episcopus.  Omncs  isti 
ima  mccum  elamauerunt  ad  dominum  in  die  saneto  in  recclesia  sancti  pauli  -  spiritus  domini  qui  bodie  repleuit 
orbcm  tcrrarum  et  omnia  continet  ct  scientiam  babet  uocis  -  att  ■  et  omnes  sancti  dci  apostoli  qui  ab  illo 
spiritu  rcpleti  sunt  •  tribuat  bcnedietionem  sempitcrnam  consent icntibus  ct  dcfcndcntibus  bane  largitatom  •  ct 
condcmpnct  ■  ct  cscommunicct  ■  ct  in  boc  sicculo  ct  in  futitfo  eum  qui  auferat  uel  minimam  partem  buius  doni 
ab  rooclosia  sancti  saluatoris  quoe  sita  est  in  urbc  canteuuariorum.  Et  rcspondit  omnis  chorus.  Amen. 
Ad  conlirmandum  uero  boc  lorgitatie  donum  bi  testes  adoront  et  subscripserunt  ot  conHrmaucrunt  donum 
saluatori  nostro. 


Ec 


!iQO  offo  res  morciorum  cum  boncdictione  omnium  opiscoponim  inpono  signiim  sancta- +  ad  confirma- 
tionem  buius  doni  milu  donanti  ad  rcdcmptioncm  t  ct  minuenti  ad  a:teraam  condcmpnationcm  ct  sine  ullo 
rcmcdio  in  infemo  od  a;tomtc  poensB  cruciatum. 

+  Ego  ccgfcrj"  rci  consensi  et  subscripsi  ■  et  promisi  boc  donum  semper  limiaro  et  augere. 

4*  Ego  a'tbcllicard  archiepiscopus  signum  sanctic  crueis  inpono  ct  in  nomine  sancti  saluatoris  conseribo. 


+  Ego  colpulf  episcopus  consensi. 
+  Ego  unpona  cpiscopus  consensi. 
+  Ego  ba(>ored  episcopus. 
+  Ego  ccolmund  cpiscopvis. 
+  Ego  eallibcard  cpiscopus. 
■f  Ego  clfhun  opificopus. 


+  Ego  c\nieberbt  episcopus. 
+  Ego  dcnefer)'  episcopus. 
+  Ego  pffirmund  cpiscopus. 
+  Ego  ealhmund  abbas. 
+  Ego  utcl  abbas. 
+  Ego  forjTcd  abbas. 


+  brorda  princeps. 
+  bynna  princeps. 
+  esnc  princeps. 
+  beardbriht  princeps. 
+  ejM.'lmund  princeps. 
+  eadgar  princeps. 


+  pigga  princeps. 
+  cydda  princeps. 
+  cu?l)crlit  princeps. 
+  ccolmund  princeps. 
+  ubba  princeps. 
+  eobing  princeps. 


III. 


OFFA    OF    MERCIA.     AD.  790. 


*I 


,  OFFA,  King  of  the  Anglos,  in  the  year  of  the  Inoonuition  of  oar  Lord  DCCXC,  and  the  38th  of  our  reign  hy  tho 
gnioe  of  God  f^nntod,  itondering  over  tho  aal\7itJ0D  of  my  soul  and  the  condition  of  the  region  of  the  Mercians,  have  come 
to  London  to  a  confcrenoe  with  the  vODOnhlo  man  ArcbbUhup  ^tholheard,  imd  disoourscd  with  him  am  to  what  I  should  give 
to  Almighty  Ooil  for  the  snlvAtton  of  my  soul  and  the  whole  raoe  of  the  Mercians.  Among  other  things,  tlie  venerable 
Archhiahop  ^thelheanl  requentcd  of  lue  tlint  I  would  givo  htm  some  supplement  to  the  church  of  the  Holy  Saviour  in  tho 
city  of  Canterbury ;  snying,  with  all  the  bishojNt  of  our  kingdom,  that  it  was  unseemly  that  tho  Mother  of  Churches  should 
not  be  enriched  by  her  sons  mid  daughlere,  Rlonnrcht  whom  she  had  regenerated  at  the  baptismal  font  1  therefore  have 
consented  to  the  petition  of  himself  and  all  our  biBho[ka,  and  f;iven  him  90  tribubineH  of  land  in  two  portionii  in  two  placeti; 
60  in  the  place  called  in  Liogaheee  near  the  rivulpt  that  is  called  Fiecesbum.  and  30  on  the  north  shore  of  tho  river 
Tlinmes,  which  in  called  Tuicanham:  that  ho  may  have  GO  for  the  emendation  r.f  the  church  of  the  Holy  Saviour,  and  30  in 
Tuicanhammo  for  tho  clothing  of  the  brotlircn  who  ierve  Ooil  in  (hut  holy  church.  This  alms.  I  Offii.  the  humble  and  devout 
King  of  the  Angles  as  a  ple^lge  of  the  Christian  faith  of  all  my  people,  offer  to  Almighty  God  and  bin  holy  church,  that  the 
memory  of  myitelf  and  of  my  bi.'tove<i  people  may  be  there  celebrated  and  commended  to  God.  Our  meeting  moreover  fell 
on  the  vt-n,'  famous  day  nf  Pentw-'iTHt,  and  thpro  were  assembled  thf  st-rvants  of  God  whose  names  are  hero  written  :  Archbishop 
.£thelhl■a^l,  Bishop  Ceolwulf,  Bishop  Unwon,  Bishop  Hathored,  Bitihop  Ceolmuud,  Bishop  Eollihcard,  Bishop  Elfhun,  Bishop 
Cyneberlit,  Bishop  Denoferth.  Bishop  Wermund.  Bishop  Weohthun.  All  these  cried  to  tho  Lord  with  me  on  the  holy  day  in 
the  church  of  St.  Paul,  "May  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  which  to-day  has  replenished  the  eartb  and  preserved  all  things  and 
'■  has  knowledge  of  tho  won!  '  Alleluia,"  and  all  tho  holy  Apostles  of  God,  who  are  filled  with  that  spirit,  bestow  an  everlasting 
"  blessing  on  thosp  who  approve  iind  defend  this  free  gift :  but  condemn  and  excomniunicnte,  both  in  this  life  and  that  to 
"  come,  him  who  shall  take  away  oven  the  least  portion  of  thin  grant  from  the  chureh  of  tho  Holy  Saviour  which  is  in  the 
"  city  of  Canterbury  I "  And  the  whole  chorus  answered  "  Amen  1 "  To  confirm  this  free  gift  moreover  tlioee  witnesses  were 
present  and  suliAcribcd  and  confirmed  the  grant  to  our  Saviour. 

1,  Otfa,  King  of  tho  Mercians,  with  tho  blewing  of  all  tho  Bishops,  impose  the  sign  of  the  holy  4>  in  oonfirmation  of 
thin  grnut:  for  the  redemption  of  mo  the  giver,  and  tho  eternal  damnation  and  everlasting  torment  in  hell  beyond  all  hope 
of  reUcf,  of  him  who  shall  diminish  it. 


+  I,  King  Ecgferth,  have  consented  and  ™bKril>e<i  an.!  promiw^l  always  to  uphold  and  incroaae  thU  grant. 

+  I,  Archbishop  ^thelheani.  impose  the  rsign  of  the  Holy 

Cross,  and  oonscribo  in  the  name 

of  the  Holy  Saviour. 

+  I,  Colwulf,  Bishop,  have  con-    +  I,  CyocUrht,  Bishop. 

+  Brorda,  Prince. 

+  Wiggn.  Prinoc. 

sent*>d.                                   +  I,  Denelcrtli,  Bi»hoi., 

+  Bynna,  Prince. 

+  Cydd<K  Prince. 

+  I,  Unwon,  Bishop,  hove  oon-    +  I.  Wtermund,  Bislioj), 

4.  Esne,  Prince. 

+  Cuthberht,  Prince. 

BOQted.                                   ^  I,  Eallimund,  Abbot. 

+  Heordbriht,  Prince. 

+  Ccolmund,  Priuc*. 

+  I.  Hatbored.  Bi.-.hop.                    +  I,  Ut«I,  Abbot. 

4.  Ethehnund,  Prince. 

+  Ubl«.  Prinoc. 

+  I,  Ccolmund,  Biaho(>.                   +  I,  Forthred,  Abbot. 

•f  Eadgar,  Prince. 

+  Eobing,  Frinoe. 

•f  I,  Eolheard,  Bishop. 

+  I  Elfhun,  Bishop. 
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III. 


Offa  rex  merciorum  dedit  A^clardo  arcliiepiscopo  ct 
ecclesic  cliri.<iti  ■  XC.  tributaria  terre  ■  LX.  voro  :  ad 
cmendationcm  ccclosic  -  XXX.  flutcm  ad  indiuncnta 
fratrum.    Anno  DCfc.X^. 

On  Ungabcec  and  twicanham. 
•  latinc. 


LX.  on  lingahcso  apud  gcddinges  circa 
rivulum  qui  dicitur  fisces  Lume  •  XXX. 
apud  tuikenliam. 

Iiyse  ct  tpiccanliam. 


III. 

(>lfa  King  of  tbe  Merciaiu  haA  given  to  AtheUrd  the  Archbishop 
lUiil  the  church  of  Chmt  90  tributariw  of  land;  CO  for  the 
cmeudatioQ  of  tlte  church,  and  30  for  the  clothing  of  the 
brethren.     In  the  year  790. 

In  Lingabese  and  Twicanham. 
Latin. 


CO  in  Lingahoeo  at  Geddinges  near  tlie 
rivulet  that  is  colled  Ftscea  bume ;  30  at 
TuikenhaUL 


Hj'sc  and  Twiccanham. 


*Eg 


IV. 

ARCHBISHOP    ^THELHEARD.     A.D.  803. 


jGO  no^elhoardus  ijratia  dci  humUis  sonota;  doroborncnsis  ocoleaice  arcliiepiscopiis  unitinimo  consilio  totius 
sancti  synodi  ■congrt'^tiouibus  omnium  monastoriorum  quio  olim  a  fidolibus  ohrisfo  domino  porpetxiam  in 
Ubertatom  dedita  fuerunt.  In  noniinp  dci  omnipotontis  ct  per  cius  trcmendum  judicium  pnccipio  •  Sicut  et  ego 
mandatum  a  domno  apOf*toUco  Leono  papa  pcrccpi  ■  Ut  ex  hoc  tempore  numquam  temerario  ausu  super  bore- 
ditatcm  domini  laicos  et  RaK!ularcs  sibi  pnusumant  domioos  cligore  ■  Scd  sicut  in  priuilegiis  ab  apostolica  scdo 
datiH  babetur  -  nou  ctiom  ab  apostolicis  uiris  in  initio  noscentis  ceclesim  traditum  est  per  sanctos  eanones  tcI 
otiam  a  propriis  possossoribus  monast^-rioruni  constitutum  ■  ca  rcgula  ct  obseruantia  diseipline  sua  monaatica 
iura  studeant  obseruare.  Si  eri;o  quod  absit  ipsi  hoc  nostrum  mandatum  ■  et  domni  apostolici  papa;  spreuerint 
et  pro  niliilo  dueunt  ■  Seiant  »e  ante  tribunal  christi  nisi  ante  emendari  uohierint,  rationcm  reddituros  ■  Haic  sunt 
nomina  sanctorum  cpiscopurum  et  uoncrabilium  abbntum  et  pre^byterorum  et  diaconum  qui  cum  totius  sancti 
synodi  consensu  pro  eonfirmationc  prediclaj  roi  ■  signura  sancta;  crucis  subscripsenmt. 

+  Ego  AeSelheardus  gratia  dei  arcbicplscopus  dorobemonsis  ciuitatis  ■  signum  sanctK  crucis  suhscripsi. 

+  ffiJ'eUieah  abban    +  Uulfiieard  presbitcr    +  beommod  prcsbiter 

+  feologeld  presbitcr  abba*    +  pemoS  prcsbit<'r    +  Uulfrcd  arcbidiaconus 

+  Ego  aldulfus  liccedfeldonsis  eeclesiie  episcopus  signum  crucis  subscripsi. 

+  hygberbt  abha-s     +  monn  presbitcr    +  eadherc  presbitcr 

+  lulla  presbitor    +  pigferti  prcsbiter    +  cu^borbt  presbitcr 

+  Ego  perenberht  legorensis  ciuitatis  episcopus  signum  enicis  subscripsi. 

+  alhmund  pmshitcr  atilias  +forSred  prcsbiter  ablms  +oadbcrht  presbitcr  +  cad  red  presbitcr  +eanrc<l  prcsbiter 

+  beonna  prcsbiter  ablwiN  +uuigmund  presbitcr  abbas  +berbthie5  presbitcr  +  a;J>elba'h  prcsbiter  +  mon  presbitcr 

+  Ego  cadpuIF  syddensis  ciuitatis  episcopus  siguum  crucis  subscripsi. 

+  cadred  presbitcr  abbas    +  plcgberbt  presbitcr    +  bereberht  presbitcr 

+  dajghelm  prcsbiter  ablms    +  eaduulf  prcsbit^-r    +  bea-Nored  prcsbiter 

+  Ego  deneberlit  pcgorancnsLs  ciuitatis  episcopus  signum  crucis  subscripsi. 

+  byseberht  abl)as     +  picga  ablwis    +  eoenforS  prcsbiter 

+  SingcfcrS  abbas    +  freoSomund  atibas     +  selcrid  prcsbiter 

+  Ego  pulfbeard  licrcfordcmiis  fx;clesiie  episcopus  signum  crucis  subscripsi. 

+  cuSretl  ai)bas    +  dycga  prcsbiter    +  hcaSobald  diaeonus 

+  strygel  presbitcr    +  monn  prcsbiter    +  pcrfcrS 

+  Ego  pigberbt  sciraburncnsLs  ccelesi®  episcopus  signum  crucis  subscripsi. 

+  muca  abbas    +  berbtmund  abbos 

+  eadberht  abba-* 

+  Ego  ealbmund  pintanie  ciuitatis  episcopus  signum  crucis  subscripsi. 

+  cu^erht  abbas    +  marcus  abbas    +  nothcard  prcsbiter 

+  cufa  abbas    +  lulla  abbas    +  pig^egn  prcsbiter 

+  Ego  allihcard  clmbamis  ecclesiae  episcopus  signum  crucis  subscripsi. 

+  folebcrht  presbitcr    +  eadberht  presbitcr    +  bunfriS  diaeonus 

+  freoSuberht  presbitcr    +  pulfluf  presbitcr    +  bcornhelm  diaeonus 


rv. 

ARCHBIfSllOl'    ^THELHEAUD.    A.D.  803. 


*I 


.^tholheard  by  the  grnoe  of  God  bumble  Arcbbiabop  of  the  holy  Church  of  Canterbury,  by  the  unanimous  lulvice  of  the 
whole  holy  Synod,  to  the  ro&gregations  of  nil  nioniu>teriefl  which  have  in  limes  past  been  dedicated  by  the  faithful  in  purpelual 
liberty  U>  Chrixt  our  Lord.  In  the  name  of  the  Altiiigiity  Gnd  and  by  lii.s  treinendoua  doom  I  clini^e,  even  na  I  have 
ivovired  comumnd  from  the  Ajiostolic  Lonl,  Poi*  L«),  th«t  from  this  time  forth,  they  shftll  never  presume  with  rash  attempt  to 
elect  for  themselves  lay  or  secular  [tcrsone  an  niler«  over  the  inheritance  of  the  Lord  ;  but  as  it  it  directed  in  the  privilegea 
granted  by  the  A[>OHtolte  Soe.  nnd  aUo  as  it  hoA  Ixvn  handed  down  ia  huly  cAnons  by  apnstohc  men  in  the  beginning  of  the 
DAHOent  church  or  in  like  manner  settliNl  by  the  poftseswr*  of  monasteries  themselves,  they  shall  study  to  ohaervi'  their 
monutic  righU  by  that  rule  nnd  observance  of  dtNcipliup.  If.  thcrcfure,  which  God  forbid,  tlioy  should  spuni  and  hold  for 
aought  thia  our  own  and  our  Apostolic  Lord  tlio  Pope's  command,  let  them  know  that  they  will  have  to  render  iin  account 
before  the  judgment  s«at  of  Chrwt,  unlew  thry  make  amends  beforehand.  Those  ore  the  nomei  of  the  holy  bishops  ond 
venerable  ahbotn.  and  prieHti  and  desconii.  who  with  the  cjDSi<iDt  of  the  whole  holy  Synod,  have,  for  oonfinuation  of  the  aforesaid 
matter,  subscribed  the  sign  of  the  Holy  C'rowi 

+  1  jEthcliieard,  by  the  grace  of  Ood  Archbishop  of  Oiuiterbury,  have  subscribed  the  sign  of  the  Holy  Croas. 

+  .(Ethelhciih.  Abbot.     +  Wulflieard,  Pricet.     +  Beommod,  Priest. 

+  Fcologi'ld,  Pritst  Abliol.     +  Wemoth,  Prieat.     +  Wulfi^d,  Arohdeaoon. 

-f.  I  Aldulf.  Bishop  of  the  church  of  Lichfield,  have  subscribed  the  sigii  of  the  Cross. 

+  Hygberht,  Abbot.     +  Munn,  Prieel.     +  Eadliere,  Priest, 

+  Lulhi,  Priedt.     +  Wigfertb,  Priest     +  Cuthberht,  Priest. 

4*  I  Wepenherht,  Bishop  of  the  city  of  Leictwler,  have  subscribed  the  sign  of  the  Cross. 

+  Allimwiid.  Priwt  Abbot,     +  Forthred,  Pricet  Abbot,     +  Eadberht.  PricKt.     +  Eadiwl,  Priest.     +  Ennred,  Priait. 

+  BtHiniia,  PriMt  Abbot     +  Wigmund.  Priest  Abbot.     +  Berhtlifeth,  Priost.     +  .^ihelheoh.  Priest.     +  Mon,  Priest- 

+  I  Eadwulf,  Bishop  of  the  city  of  Sidnace«ter.  have  euUtcribed  the  sign  of  the  Cross. 

+  Eadrod,  Prioit  Abl>ol.     +  Plegl>erht.  Priwt,     +  Herebcrht.  Priest 

+  Dfeghelw.  Priwt  AblwL     +  Eadwulf,  Priest.     +  HeatliorwJ.  Priest 

+  I  Deneberht,   Bishop  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  have  8ul»crihed  the  sign  of  the  CixWk 

+  Hyseborht,  Abbot     +  Piegn.  Abbot     +  Coenferth.  Priest 

+  Thingcfcrth.  Abbot     +  Frvoihomund,  Abbot     +  Solem-th,  Priat 

+  I  Wulfhcurd.  BiMho].  of  the  church  of  Hereford,  have  subacribed  the  sign  of  the  Crosa. 

+  Cuthred,  Abbot     +  Dycga,  Prient,     +  Heathobald.  Deacon. 

+  Strygel,  Priest,     +  Monn,  Prii-et.     +  Werferth. 

+  I  Wgborht,  Bibihop  of  tho  church  of  SherI)ome,  hav.-  »ub»cribed  the  sign  of  the  Crow. 

4-  Muca,  Abbot     Bcrhtmund,  Abbot 

+  Eadberht.  Abbot 

+  I  Ealhmun.1,  Bishop  of  the  city  of  Winchwter,  have  subscribed  the  sign  of  the  Croea. 

+  Cuthberht,  Abbot     +  Mark,  Abbot     +  Notheonl,  FiitmU 

+  Cufa,  Abi>oL     +  Lulla,  Abbot     +  WigUu-pi,  Pri.>.st. 

+  I  Alhheani,  Bishop  of  the  church  of  Ehnliam.  have  subscribed  the  sign  of  the  Cro«. 

•*•  Folcberht,  Prirtt     4.  Eadberht,  Priost,     +  Hunfrith,  Deacon. 

+  Freothuberht.  Pri«t     +  Wulfluf,  Priwt.     +  Beomhehn,  Deacon. 
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IV. 

+  Ego  tidfriS  dummucrc  ciiiitatis  cpiscopus  siirnum  crucis  sulwrrijisi. 

+  Uulflicanl  abltas    +  coolbdm  prcsbitcr    +  tilbcrlit  prcsbiUT. 

+  Lull  abbas  +  cynulf  prcsliiter    +  radbcrht  prcsbitcr. 

+  Ego  Osmund  lundoncnsis  eiuitatis  cpispopus  signum  crucis  subscripsi. 

+  Iicahstan  prcsbit<?r  abbas     +  tidbun  presbiter     +  ac|>clbclm. 

+  nisbant  prvsbiter     +  frcoSorcd  prcsbitcr. 

+  Ego  ptrmund  brofonsis  t-iuitatis  cpiscopus  sisnum  crucis  subscripsi. 

+  billinjjc  prtwbitcr    +  beaguo^  pit'sbiU-r    +  piglieard  presbilcr. 

+  luda  prcsbitcr    +  hcabberbt  prcsbitcr    +  beared  diaconus. 

+  Ego  uuilitbuu  selcscgi  ccclesiffi  episcopus  signura  crucis  subscripNi. 

•{■  coltnund  abbas    +  cadberbt  prcsbitcr    +  bcabferf*. 

+  dudd  prcsbitcr    4-  beorcol  presbitor    +  cynebaUl. 

Actum  est  ID   celchri  loco  qui  uocatur   clofcs  boas  ■  Anno  ab  Incarnatioiic   doiuioi  ■  DCCCIII    indlcUono 
XI  •  die  quarta  idus  octobris. 

dccrctum  athelardi  arcliicpiscopi   dc   libcrtaic 
ccclesiarmu. 

-  latino. 


IV. 

+  1  Ti.l&itb.  Bishop  of  Uic  city  of  Duowicli,  liavo  aul«cribcJ  the  sign  of  tJio  Cross. 

+  WullhearJ,   Abbot.     +  Ceullidui.  Priest.     +  TilU-rlit,  Prieat, 

+  Lull.  Abbot     +  Cynulf,  Priwt.     Eadbcrlit,  Priest. 

+  I  Osmund,  Bisbop  of  the  city  of  Lonilon,  liavo  eulwcrilol  the  sign  of  tlie  Cnwo. 

•f  Hcalutan,  PricHt  Abbot     •{■  Tiiilmu,  Priiwt,     -f.  ^tliellieUik. 

+  Wiglmrd,  Priest.     +  Freothorerl,  Pricat. 

•{•  I  Wa^rmuD'],   Bisliop  of  tli«  city  of  Itocliost«r,  liavo  aubacriUd  the  ni^n  ol  tlio  Cixxm. 

+  Lullinge,  Priest     -}•  Beagiiotb,  Priest     +  Wiylieonl,  Priest 

+  Tuda.  Priest     +  Heahberlit,  Priest     +  Heared.  Deacon. 

4*  1  Wibtbun.  Hiitho[>  of  tUo  church  of  Selsey,  liave  hitb&cribed  thu  sign  of  tlio  Cru» 

+  Cobuund,  Abbot     +  Eiwlberht.  Priest     +  Hv<ihf«rth. 

•{•  Dudd.  Priest     4.  Bcorcol.  Priest     •{•  C>-nobal<L 

Done  in  the  wcU   known   place    which    is  called  Clofcshoas,  in    the   year    from  the  Incarantion    of  our  LoH  803,  the  lltli 
lodiction,  the  4lh  dny  of  the  Ides  of  October. 


The  decree  of  Arclibiohop  Atheliml   concfrning   tho 
liberty  of  churcboa 

IdtlD. 
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VII. 

EC(;  U  K  K  111'     ()  V     W  ESS  K  X.     A.IX  «:iO  (?). 


Ln  nomine  domini  nostri  ilicsu  christi  summi  i-fgis  otemi  ■  anno  iloininicc  incar- 
nationis  DCCC  ■  XL  ■  V  ■  Indictionc  ■  VIII.  Ego  et-gbcrht  i-ex  occidcn  tali  urn  saxonum 
nee  non  et  cantuariorum.  dabo  et  concede  moo  fidoli  ministro  icReric  aliquam  partem 
torrc  ■  iuris  mci  in  pmuincic*  ■  (.'aiitiiariorum  -  hoc  ■  est  ■  U  ■  aratnim  in  loco  qui  dicitur 
peraliorna  ct  llothammas  in  sempiteruam  hcreditatem  ilium  ad  abendum  ct  possidcndum 
fclicitorquo  in  dies  eius  pcrfruendum.  Et  post  dies  eius  Cuicumque  hercdc  placuerit  ad 
derolinquendam  Uberam  ah  omni  seniitute  rcpiili  supiectione  liberima  qiiamdiu  fhristiana 
fides  in  terra  seniatur  aetcma  liber  pi-rmancat  lioe  illamque  omnibus  sueeessoribus 
nostris.  In  iiomim?  oinnipolentis  dci  ohseruare  preeipimus.  Et  si  quia  hoc  !>eruare 
uoluerit  seruct  emu  unniipotens  dens.  Si  quis  uero  per  lyranieam  potostatcm  fringere 
aut  minucrt!  uoluerit  Sciat  se  auathematum  coram  christo  ot  angolis  eius  nisi  ante  digna 
satisfactione  acmendarc  uoluerit  dec  ct  liominibuR  inanentc  ■  Hac  cartula  in  sua 
nihilhominum  firmitata  roborata.  Ois  tcstibus  consent icntibus  ac  scribeatibus  quonun 
hie  nomina  iufm  scripta  sunt. 

4* Ego  eegbcrbt  rex  bac  meaui  donutiouem  cum  ucxillo  sauctoi  cruets  christi  roborabo  ct 

supscribo. 
•f  Ego  aeSeluulf  rox  cantroriorum  consoiui  et  subscripsi. 
+  Ego  uiilfred  gratia  dei  arehiepiacopus  consensi  ct  Bubscripsi. 
+  Ego  beorninod  episcopus  consensi  ot  subscripsi. 
+  iiin*  albiitu  I'piscopus  consensi  et  subscripsi. 
+  Ei,'o  cynebard  arcbidiaconus  consensi  et  subscripsi. 
+  Ego  h  .  .  .  .  rd  dux  consensi  et  subscripsi. 
+  Ego  dudda  dux  consensi  et  subscripsi, 
+  Ego  cynehclm  consensi  et  subscripsi. 

^is  Ian  salde  ocgberht  cyning  c)>cricc  pro  eius  pccunia  hoc  ■  est  '  L.  mancusns  hoe 
■  est  V.  sulung  landcs  7  ^is  sint  |>a  land  gemera  wt  porabornan  7  let  flodhammam  ■  on 
cast  healfe  ccalfhauimas  7  on  sud  hcalfc  Seaxana  mcarc  7  on  pcst  healfc  genlida  7  on 
norS  healfe  l>es  biredes  land  to  folcanstan  7  I'is  sindan  pa  den  po  Serto  geberiga*  -  pilfre- 
Sincg  den  7  stengot  den  -  7  lealhfrel'inc  den. 


*In 


VII. 

ECGHEKHT    OF     WES  SEX.     A.D.  830  (i). 


the  name  of  our  Lord  Je-<niH  Christ  the-  Most  High,  Eternal  King  !  In  the  yenr  of  tho  Incar* 
wiU-ii  of  our  Lord  DCCCXLV,  the  8lli  In<Iiotion  !  Et^-berlit.  King  of  the  We»t  SftxoDs  mid  Kentieh 
inoD,  give  and  giitiil  to  my  fnithful  Thane.  Athene,  n  ccrtiuii  parcvl  of  land  of  iny  right  in  the  ]iro> 
vincd  of  the  uien  of  Kent,  that  is  one  pluugh-huid  in  the  place  which  is  called  Werahomo  and  FlothunmaH, 
in  evprUatiDg  inheritance,  to  lutve  and  poasesa  the  hame  and  happily  enjoy  it  in  hiit  day,  uud  after 
his  day  to  leave  it  to  whatever  heir  he  may  pleoM-,  free  from  all  royal  service  nud  i4iilijt>ction,  to 
remain  free  '»>  long  as  the  eternal  Christian  Faith  itliuU  he  ji[VAcr\-ed  ujmn  earth.  And  thin  we  dini;go 
nil  our  NUCC«!«M)nt  in  the  niiniu  of  Almighty  God  to  obsen-e.  And  if  any  one  prewrve  this  may  Uic 
Abiiighty  God  pncaerve  Iiliu.  But  if  any  one  shidl  wish  by  tyrannical  power  to  infringe  or  lo^en  it, 
let  him  know  that  lie  ahnll  Ix?  ikcctirM.^!  before  Christ  and  his  ongnlH  unless  he  nhall  Iwforchoud  moko 
amendn  tu  God  and  innn — thin  eharU-r  n-maining  Htrutigthened  in  itd  jwwer,  tiutwithstnnding.  by  thcee 
coDHenling  and  Mibscribing  witne->«k«  whose  mimes  urv  written  below. 

.}.  1  Ecgbcrht,  King,  confirm  and  subwribe  this  my  gift  with  the  sign  of  tho  holy  Cross  of  Christ. 

•{*  I  vKthelwuIf,  King  of  the  Kentish  men,  have  conscntiMl  and  subscribed. 

4>  I  Wullred,  by  the  grace  of  God  Arclibuhop,  liave  consented  and  subscribed, 

^  I  IWimroixl.  Biiihop,  liav<«  consented  aud  rtuhHcrihed, 

•{•  1  Allista,  IJiNhop,  have  coiineuU-d  luid  Kuliscribcd, 

+  1  Cynehonl.  Archdcncon,  have  conHeiited  aud  subscribed. 

-f.  I  H      .  .      .  rd,  Duke,  have  conaentod  and  subscribed. 

•^.  1  Uuddo,  DiJie,  lutve  eomtentcd  aud  Nubscribed. 

4*  1  Cynehi-lm.  haw  oonsentcd  and  Hulvieribed. 

King  E<^Wr1it  gave  thi»  land  to  EUionc  for  Mm  money,  that  is  SO  mancuses,  that  is  '>  solittt  of 
land,  and  tliCMc  art-  the  loud  murk»  at  Worahorna  and  at  Flodhammo.  On  oast  side  Cealfluunnui,  an<l 
on  ituuth  .side  Scaxan  More,  and  on  west  nide  Qenlid,  and  on  north  side  this  convent's  land  at 
Folcanatane,  aud  thceo  arc  the  dens  that  thereto  Iwlong — WUfrcthincg  den,  and  Stenget  den,  and 
j£alhfR<thinc  den 
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